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l)our [ditor Looks Bock 
Long years ago, in 1912, I paid my first visit to London. I 

waa one of an organised party going up (or is it down?} from York 
for the day. Although I had never been tliere the names of man:, of 
its atreets were familiar to me, mainly through the stories I bad 
read int-he "Boye' Friend. 11 and other of my :favourite boya 1 week
lies and the thought that I might see some of them made me im
patient to reach my destination, 

We reache d King 's Cross at 6 a.m. , crossed the r oad , all 600 
of us, and turned left, I looked up at the street sign, .Q!!l!. 
Inn Road! "Ooh! what a good .start " I said to mys.elf gleefull;y, 
"the home of llelson Lee!" _We reached Holbom, tlien down Chanoer;y 
Lane to Fleet Street where at Anderton' s Rot el, now no more, we 
were to have our meals. During the da;y I bad to go where I was 
led ·but after tea we were at liberty to go where we liked, I ca.me 
out of the hotel - and walked the length of Fleet Street - street 
of my dreams, I gazed in awe at the newspaper offices I knsw so 
well then I came to Ludgate Hill, I turned left and reached 
Fleetway House, I lo oked in wishing I bad the nerve to enter its 

~- portal'!t ~.,.,---,-~~~~ · 
We left for home at midnight; I settled down in the carriage 

and thought over the events of the day . I had been 1n the Houses 
of Parliament, St , Paul's, the llansion House, the Child.hall, but 
above all I had been in the Gra,ye Inn Road, llaker Street, Farring
don Street and the Street or Ink I Then I began to dream, At the 
time I was in th e printing trade and I thought to myself "Oh if 
onl;y I bad started life in Fleet Streat or Fe.rringdon Street ma,ybe 
some da;y I might have become the editor of a big newspaper or a 
boys' paper ." . Ju st the dream of a youth with ink in his veins. 

l'lhat~ all that to do with the 100th number of the "Colleotore' 
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Digest" you might be asking; well now I'm coming to it . 
The yeare passed on, for me far away from Fleet St re et, but at 

l ong last, when th e grey was beginning to enter my hair , I did b e

come an editor . !lot of some great dai l y or boys• weekly , but just 

a modest little magazine never seen on the bookstalls , circulatill8 
onl y among a few hundred fe ll ows w1 th a common i nt erest . Jleverthe 

l ess I vow that no Fleet St r eet edito r with a huge salary , no 

editor of a successful boys• weekly, has expe ri enced more t hrills, 

mor e satisfaction , more happi ness , found moro friends than I have 

done in the e ight years I have been running t bat modest little 

monthl y of oura . 

we proudly said in No. 3 - "We bad it first. 11 

Ao I pen these 
lines the memories 
come c r owding . I 
can onl y set a. few 
of than down at ran 
dom. 

Almost a t the 
very beginning we 
had a • scoop' fo r in 
!lo. 2 the re appeared 
a le t ter f r om Frank 
Richards giving the 
news that Gr eyf'ri are 
was reopening - the 
start of the llunt e r 
Books, of course . 
Soon afterwards 
numerous newspapers 
gave the big event 
promin ence, but Ba 

Immediately afterwards came the •swindl es ' which brought about 

tbnt famous No, )A. Oosb I what a story , Seve r a l collectors bad 

been 1 bi t • before we got wind of what was going on, but once we 

did, quite " number bad reason to be gratetul to the little C. D. 

for savill8 th ei r money . I' 11 never forget tbs excitanent of t hose 

weeks - the fellow at Leicester masquerading as a women; the 

ot her c ro ok down south w1 th the a rietocr atio aliases - Roger 

Anthony Carstai r s , Lancelot Percival llerrivale , Bugh llontgomery, 
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Eric St. Clair; Roger J enkine• dramatic driv e thro\l8h the 
blizz ard t o Leicester; my letter to the Chief Constable of 
Leicester; the arrest followed by three years in ja il fo r the 
individual there . 

AB for the other fellow well , ae those of you who were with 
us at the time know, he di sappeared into thin ai r ; maybe he read 
about the fat e of his f ellw c r ook or possibly he got the "wind
up11 when be got a lett er from a c ertain col l ector, now dead, in 
which he was addressed by a ll his fancy names . 

Yes, ind eed, an exci ting time for th e editor of a !rumble 
lit t l e mag; and as I said at the time, it a ll proved up t o the 
hilt the value of collectors of old boys books getting together in 
br otherhood . 

And my word, holV quickly it deve l oped; the forming of the 
London O.B . B.C . , followed by three others here and one in 
Australia . What countless happy hours and forming of staunch 
friendships hav e been brou ght about thereby. All owe a debt to 
Len Packman and Bob Blythe for starting the wheels running in 
London Town. 

My first visit to London in connection with the hobby - never 
shall I forget it . Meeting Eric Fayne in Fleet Street ( I would 
make it Fleet Street), the weekend at the Modern School; the 
Club Meeting there; the days that followed at "Cherry Place", 
Wood Green; and the grand finale at Charli e Wri ght I s hospi table 
Greenwich home. Yes, indeed , sweet memories for the rest of my 
days . 

The holidays which foll owed in succeeding yea r s , with their 
joyo us eve nts too numerous to mention . 

Then the scores of meetings I have at t ended of our !lorthe m 
Club and the hearty welcomes I receiv ed on vi s iting the Midland 
end Merseyside on es . Yea, indeed, little did I dream of the joy s 
in store for me when I first looked at No. 1 way back down the 
years . 

Publicity! Press interviews and th e night I br oadcast from 
the Leeds studio! Gosh! I sti ll r emember the moment just befor e 
I was •on the air' when I thought I was going to have •stage 
fright• , followed by my r e lief when I fo und I was word perfeot. 

Then there was 11th e a.mazing case of Harry Bartl ey " 
To those of you who have • tuned . in' since just l e t me re

call it briefly. In reviewing the run of the "Boys• Leade r" 



I told bow Harry Hartl ey, a Liv erpo o l boy , bad in 1905 won a compe

t ition which gain ed f or biCJ a si x weeks holiday in t he U. S. A. and 

Canada . I r omarked bow int eres ting it woul d be if Barry Hart l ey 

coul d be found t oday so that be cou ld giv e us bis r eco ll ec ti ons • 

With over 40 years with all they have meant in between I thought it 

rath er unl ikely . Frnnk Case , however, was int erest ed and set off 

on an investigation. He ,vas rewarded f or following clue ofter clue 

be eventua lly found Barry Hart l ey . That was remarkable enoug h but 

there was someth ing eve n more as t oni shing fo r a t t hat very moment 

Har ry Hartley was actua lly cor r esponding with an of llcerin t he sllllle 

barracks as my swi tc bboa rd was th en sit uate d - bis office being 

just at th e ot her side of th e ba rrack squa re , and be was arranging 

to pay him a vi sit! If that had appeared in a s tory one would have 

been tempted to say , "No:-Ta sh it all that ' s a bit too far fetched." 

Anyway a weelc or two lat er Barr y Hartley did come along and 

brought Frank Case with him . Yes , trut h can b e str anger than fic

tion . Can t he edit or of a big daily r elate a mor e intriguing 

per so nal experience than th at? I doubt it , 

Then there was that re markabl e happening conce rning Gwyn Evans 

I r el ated lnst month . In thos e stor i es of ol d we are a ll so in

terested in the • long a rm• played many a part and here we a r e 

exper i e nci ng coin c id e nces just a s strange in our own liv es . 

Other vivid memories - the exhibiti ons ! Bow well I reca ll the 

ni ght J ack Wood told me that the Chie f Librarian of York Pub lic 

Library was keenly interested i n our suggestion of an e:lbibi tion . 

Never shall I forget the thrill I got when a fe w weeks later I sa>V 

t he famous Hunt Room displaying hundred s of papers from c-Jr 

collections and watched th e c r owds displaying obvio us interest . 

How happy I felt when the exhibit i on ove r the Librarian told me it 

was the most succe s sful one eve r he l d the r e . Foll owed othe r shows 

at Islington, London I Leeds , Sunderland, Gateshead , Bradfo rd and 

Scarborough, all creating int ere s t and a l ot of publicity . Lit t l e 

did I dream in the days t ha t I thoug ht I bad a hobby to myself' 

that such event s woul d come to pass. 
Yes, ind eed, thrilling , happy years have they been for me 

since I ea t down to pr epa r e th a t !lo, 1 , but it hasn 't been a ll 

pl a in s ailing, There ' s been pl enty of pr oblems and anxieties t oo . 

For instance the gr eat paper s hort age , wben we had to snap up an 

odd r eam wherever ,,e cou ld. 
There was also th e shoclc I got when prepar in g No. 5 during 



·- ---------(90)- ---------

the dreadful blizzards of 1947. Yorlc was flooded at the time, and 
wben I arrived at the duplicating agency I found to my dismay tbat 
ba lf tbe copy bad been lost on tbe way. I had to sit up all night 
re-writing it. How well I re call how with the dawn I prepa r ed 
some breakfast and said with a sigh of relief "Oh, well , we shall 
be out on time afte r all, 0 then after a meal well earned I set off 
to my work at my ewi tchboard. 

Yes, out on time . I am proud to think that despite all 
difficulties and set-backs throughout all the 100 occasions , our 
li ttl e mag. has never failed to get out on tim e . I am sure you 
will agree it is no small achievement . For auch a record I have 
to thank in no small measure the loyal band of contributors who 
have never failed to come a l ong with their copy. Never onc e 
throughout t be years have I had t o ei t back and say with a po~ 
ple:,:ed frown on my brow "How the deuce am I goi ng to f111 it this 
time?" 

And I mustn't forge t tbe two duplicat in g agencies wi thou t 
whose help, all I have claimed, would have been impossible. The 
staff at our present one always makes every effort to ensure the 
C, D, is out during the first week in eacb month. 

Whils t I have been writing this my thoughts have kept dwell 
ing on those , ,ho are no lo nger with us having joined the Grea t 
llajority. The list, alas! is a lengthy one, Sadly I r ecord them: 
John lledcraft , F . W. Wearing, l'l, H. Neate, R. A.H. Goodyear , Henry 
Stee l e , Joseph Bagul ey, Patrick llulball, Reginald Hudson, S. Oxme, 
Ray Caldwe ll, Geo. H. Hoes, Peard Sutherland , J ack llunro , Harry 
Stab l es, Joseph Perks. 

There have been one or two others who v,ere once regular 
correspo ndents who suddenly disappeared from our circle n;,3ver to 
be beard of again . One was Tom llartin of Bristol . As 'Namo• he 
drew th e cover pictures for our first two Annuals and also wrot e 
articles for the ' C.D.' Years ago he told me be had had a serious 
operation , but bad get over it successfully and was going on nice 
ly. Then came an ominous silence and I never beard from him again. 

Over nearly a decade it is inevitable t hat some should have 
been called by the Grim Reaper: but oh how regretfully have I re 
corded their passing, almos t the only unhappy task during tho se 
hundred months . 

Apart from those we have l ost through death, it is ext remely 
gratifying to be able to claim that a comparative few have left 



our circ l e once they have entered it, and of these only a minute 

number thro ugh loes of interest . 
Well, here I must st op browsing; I've a l ot to squeeze i nt o 

this number, In conclueion let me say bow much I appreciate al l 

the kind tributes I have r eceived already . They have made my eyes 

a little mis ty and if I deserve a ll you 88/1 well let me assure you 

I have been repaid a hundr edfo l d , and my greatest wi sh is th at 

one day I sbQll be assembling the copy for No. 200 of the 

Collecto rs • Digest . 
Thank you , everyone . 

Yours very sincere l y, 

:J~-~5 
******************** ........ ** ...... ***..._...**+***tt-ii-***** 1 l I I I I IN :I I I 

~ : Magnet No. 215 (will pay 7/6d). S. J . LATSKY1 W.TSKY ST. , 

STELLENBOSCH, SOUTH AFRICA. 

WANTED: Chums Bound Volumes (or monthly numbors) No.-. 1920 ; Oct . 

1921; Nev. 1922; Oct. 1923 ; Nov. 1919; Oct. 19 20; Nov. 1924; Oct . 

1925 . H. G. HA'l'THEWS, 38 VICTORIA ST. , ALDERNEY, Ca:..NllEL ISLANDS. 

~ · Sexton Blake Li brary (First and Second Series only). Your 

Price Paid for Good Copies . Serial Numbers and Series t o I JOSEPHINE 

P.lCKllAN, 27 ARCHDALE ROAD, EAST DULWICH, LONDO!l, S .E. 22 . 

WANTED: MY copieo of "Chips " betwee n 1914 and 1920 (inclusive) . 

~ondition only . 2/6d . each offered . L. PJ.CK!,!t,N, 27 ARCHDALE 

ROAD, EAST DULWICH, LONDON S. E.22 . 

~: S .0 . L's complete, reasonable condi ti on - Nos . 322 , 325, 

m.~.n~m.m. ~.m . m, m, m.~,w.~ . 
IJsgneta 1645 to 1649 , 1651 to 1659. Your valuations ask ed . D, 

lllJ!RISON, 51 MERTON IWISIONS, LONOON s . w. 20. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS, ill friends please note t hat my address now is : 

56 SHERRI!IGlill! BOUSE, LI SSON STREET, ST. l.lJ,RYLEBONE, LONDON JI. l , 

Arrears of correspondence will be dealt with as soon as possible ~ 

'11. O. G, LOF'l'S 

* * * * * • * * 
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READERS IN REM IN I SCENT MOOD 
THE FIRSI' OF THE MANY 

(Th e very fir st l et ter I op ened af t er No, l bad gone out was 
from Hubert M.achin. It contained a subscription - f or s i x numbers. 
Excla imed I 11Gosh what a good start ! He' s an optimis t. 11 Well , 
bis faith was justified and it gives me s pecia l pl easure i n pub 
li shing t his tribute fr om him now, - B. L.) 

38, St. Thomas Rd, , lloor Park, 
Dear 11.r. Leckenby, Pl"es t on. Jan. 26. 

Beartie•t oongri>tul at i ons on the appr oachin g 100th numb&r of 
C. D. Never did I dou bt t hat C. D. woul d be a success! In t he 
capable bands of llr, Herber t Lecke nby I was certain th at this 
fasci nat in g monthly would gr ow from st r ength to st re ngth , 

C. D. No. 100, Well done! Her bert Leckenby, it i s a gr ea t 
achieveme nt . 

The C. D. bas been to me th e highlight duri ng the post - war 
yea r s of (•boys ' books • ) famine , 

It attr acts as a I Magnet' shines in th e darkness lik e a I Gem' 
and is a real Old Boys ' Fri end. 

llany th anks fo r the bard work you ' ve put i nto it, 

* * * * '* 
B, MACHIN, 

(As I have said befo r e Harry Dowler was my first hobby f ri end , 
How well I re member that fatefu l t e l ephone call one even ing durin g 
the war. In a way i t se t me off on my career as an edito r for 
Harry later put me in touch with Bill Gander , and Bi ll' s S,P. C. 
l ed to the C. D. 

Harry ' s schoo l days were strange l y l ike mine . I too , went 
alon g ju st as eagerly to buy th at fir s t Christma s Double Number 
of the Boys ' Fri end on t he same morning, lly only re gret is that 
for ty yea.rs were t o pass befo r e we met . 

I don ' t agr ee with all Barry says in bi s last tw o paragrap hs 
for I shouldn't have got far wit hout my loyal band of supporters. 
However, Barry ord e red me to leav e the par as, in. - B.L.) 

ONE TO IIUliD!lED - PLUS ! lly BARRY DOWLER 

I was brought up in an atmosphe r e of books ~d reading . 
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Ours was a large and happy family . I vividly remamber tbs pillow 

fights, the elidings down the baMisters, the tents and wigwams 

manufactured out of our bed-clothes, and countless other tricks 

and pranks my brother s and ei eters, and of course myself, indu lged 

in. Our heads were crammed full of romantic ideae , due in large 

measure to my father who was a great reader . The house wa.s always 

full of books and mll8"Zines, and my father was an ideal story 

teller for children . We were thrilled to bits as he r elated to us 

in simple languafl" stories out of the Strand Magazine such as ''Th e 

Adventures of Sherlock Holmes", "Rodney Stone", 11Brigadier Gerard. 11
, 

etc. How well I remember sitting on one of my father• s kn ee s and 

my younger brother Colin on the other knee as he told us in child

ish languafl" the first instalment of ''The Tragedy of the Korosko . " 

I waa barely seven at the time. 
I seem to have been able to read, and read well , at a very 

early age. Space prevents me mentioning in detail the books and 

papers I read as a juve nile. I know I read the Bromi Fair )' Book , 

the Pink Fairy Book, and ever)' other conceivable colour of the 

Fairy Book series . Later I r ead Chips and Comic Cuts , and even t

ually worked my way up, so to speak , to school and adventure 

s tories borrowed from the library. I read school stories by 

Harold Avery , Andrew Home, Talbot Baines Reed , and countless other 

authors . I also r ead adventure stories by Manvi lle Fenn , Ballan

tyne and others . But school stories were my prim e fodder , I read 

all this literature long befo re I waa 10 rears of age . 

But early in th e year 1901 - I was 10 rears old at the time -

I got my first glimpse of a paper whi ch was desti ned to play a 

conspicuous part in my lif e . One wet afternoon coming back to 

school, after going through my usual habits en rout e ( 1) see ing 

how many bops I could do Alexandra Road in ( 2) warmi ng my hands on 

a bot wall out s ide a baking es t ablishm ent , and (3) gazing in rap

ture at the comic papers in a newsagent ' s shop , I went s t raight 

int o eohool , and to my astonishment there was Charley Biley, my 

deskmate , read ing a large green paper, and laughing uproariously. 

He was reading a scho ol stoey ''The Kings of Calcroft" by Sidney 

Drew, and his merriment was so great th at when I got home I pe r-

suaded my mother to give me ,.i . t o buy a copy. I have bought all 

sorts of boys' pape rs since then , but never ba.ve I found a paper 

which baa given me so much pleasure as the Boye' Friend . From 

that day it beoame an integral part of my life . 
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Shortly bef ore my 11th birthday it i ncreased its pric e to ld . , 
and well do I remember its first Double Christmas number, I t was 
No. 26 , and so excited was I that I could hardly s l ee p the night 
.before, and I got up at an unearthly hour, tightly clutching my 
two pennies, and going in to the newsagent's shop next door to our 
bouae . What a fee.st of reading it was , and even to this day this 
psrticu la.r number, which I have i n my collection, et ill g1 vee me a 
tremendous thrill. 

When I left school - the same echool that Frank Pettingell 
atten ded and a great f r iend of mine - I still continued talcing in 
the Boye ' Friend, as wel l as , fr om time to time, other boys' 
papers , and, of course, I did a tremendous amount of swapping . In 
fact, I was so much in lov e with these boye' papers that I began 
to buy back numbers i n bulk . The first person I bought Boys 1 

Friends, Boys• Realms and Boye• Heralds from was Harry Hinchcliffe 
from Li verpoo l. I used to buy 40 or 50 at a time at about ¥ • a 
copy . Later I bought quite a l ot from Arthur Budge of Hudders
fie ld. AB the ye ar s went by I somet imes put a small advertisement 
in Exchange & llart, and it always brough t good results. At one 
time, I had in a large tin trunk in my bedroom over 400 copies of 
the Boye• Friend, Boys ' Realm, and Boys • Herald. What happened to 
all thes e papers goodness knows! Years later a.fter I bad carved 
out my future career and had got married I stil l craved for these 
papers, and espec i ally t he lloys I Friend, and I had to s tart all 
over again trying to get them, 

furing ·all this time I never dreamed that there was a single 
person in the whol e country who was so keen as I was f or these 
old boys • papers . I though t I was the on ly ONE! 

As tim e rolled on, however, I found that there were ~ui te a 
number of people who were interested in the boys t papers of my 
time , I think that th e first person that I came in con tact with 
was llill Gander in far away Canada , llill bad just started bis 
little paper compiled and printed by himself "The Story Paper 
Collector ." This was ea rly in 194 1. Then one day a little later 
in th o year my telephon e rang and I bad a long conversation wi tb a 
chap in York, Yes, you are qui t e ri ght. It was tho chap who later 
was to become the Edi tor of the C. D. and it is my proud privilege 
to be bis first hobby friend , We have exchanged scores of letters, 
and we have see n each other on severa l occas i ons in such widely 
scattered places as York, Leeds, Manchester and London. 
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From now on it was on l y a question of time before I realized 
th at I was not the only pebble on th e sho re, but that th ere were a 
hundred - plus ! A whole cr owd of faces and names s pring t o my 
mind as I \\Tite, all of thee ver y friendly, and tr emendously de 
lighted to se e you and do a ll they can for your comfo rt . Many of 
the se fellow - en thu siasts I hav e seen in their own bornes, and some
t i mes in my own home in Mancheste r. There a r e quite a number, 
howeve r , whome I know only by cor r espo nd ence such as John Gochex
of Sudbu ry in Suffolk and Arthur Harris in Llandudno, 

I gener al l y manage to g\lt to London once a year where I 
always rece i ve a hearty welc ome from Len Packman and his charming 
wife, and Eloanor who plays the piano so delightfully , Quite a 
numbe r of othe r de lightful people welcome me with open arms in 
London such as Charley \~r i ght and his good lady, but this is not 
an article on my bobby friend, so that I must ra t her re l uctant l y 
deal with the title of my a r ticle . 

Our little magaz in e the C. D, was s t a rt ed just over 8 years 
ago. I don't suppose that Herbert in bis wildest dreams th ough t 
that it would grow as i t has do ne . 100 Numbers! It ' s a terrific 
achievement , due tc the tremendous enthusiasm and dynamic ene r gy 
of one man rri.th one unwavering aim , backe d by real hard slogging 
work , oft en far into the night an d through the night , That the 
C, D, has reached its HUNDREDl'H llUMllER is due to the mighty efforts 
of one man who li ves mainly for one thing - Our Bobby! Very rare 
ly in my life have I seen such trem endous concen tr ation . For ove r 
8 years our Edito r bas poured out practically every ounce of his 
undoubtedly strong co nstitution int o this magazin e of ours . The 
100th No. is now in your bands , but believe me, it will r each a 
much higher number , and with a mucb higher number of readers . 

So, whi le we read this 100th No. let us remember that the 
marvelloue aucoese of our l ittl e magazine ie due to one man with a 
purpose , a definite aim to go forward , upwar d and onward, and ever 
onward. 

* * * * * 
Dear Herbert Leckenby, 

March 8th , 1955, 

Many thanks for your l ette r and the C. D. Yes , I not e that 
the April issue is the 100th , , which inevitably calls t o mind 
11Eheu fugaces, la buntur . ann i! " How time f l ies! It doesn't seem 
anything like nearly a decade si nce the first issue . As one grows 
older , it does seem that Father Time somet i mes stamps on the gas~ 
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' 100 no t out ' is a good inn in gs! But the C. D. is now we ll 
se t , and I feel sure wi l l go on ba tting . It is now an inst i t ution, 
and would be so r ely missed if i t f ailed to come up smiling every 
month . I look f orwar d to it as I used to look forward to Guy 
Rayne r's jo urn als in t he dim l ong - ago . 1'be r e have been times when 
it bas k ept me l in gering over the br eakfast -t ab l e , and caused me 
to be la t e fo r my appoin tment with 'Bunter on the typawri ter ! 

On the auspicious occasion of our favourite magazi ne ' s 100th 
birt hday , I f eel that 1 mus t say just a wor d or two to t he readers . 
V/hen I open my C.D. I feel that I am in a happy circle of kind 
f ri ends , many of \'thom I ca n never meet , but all of whom I fee l 
that I know as well as if we bad a ll bee n at Greyfriars together. 
The C.D . is a bond of union among fri ends old and young , fa r and 
nea r : and may it conti nue ever unbroke n. Here ' s luck t o the C. D. 
and all its r eaders, a nd God bless t hem a ll . 

With kindest r ega rd s , 
Al ways yours sin cerely, 

FRANK RICHARDS. 

* * * * * 
CONGRATULATIONS FRO,! 'THE sroRY PAPER COLLECTOR" 

Te lling the story of "l' he Wonder" a nd ''The Jester" in No. 20 
of ''Th e Sto ry Paper Col le cto r , 11 Walte r Dexter wrote : ''l'he child 
was slow in l earning to walk , but early in Jan ua r y , 1912, The 
Jester st ood well on i t s own feet." That was after the doub l e 
t itle, "The J es t er and Wonder," bad bee n used for the paper si nce 
1902 . 

If ''l'he Col l ectors ' Diges t " be conside red in some measure the 
child of 'The St ory Paper Colle cto r, " due t o its being l aunc hed in 
consequence of S.P.C.'s f a llin g tempora rily by the wayside i n 1946 
-- if that be t he case, how diff er ent it is from that of 'The 
Jester"! 

,.The Coll ectors • Digest 11 learned to walk immedi ate l y ; and so 
well did it l earn that it has now achieved one hundred issues i n a 
few months ove r eight years ! As against S.P .C. ' s - at this 
writing - - 53 issues in fo urtee n years. 

Regular mont hly publication of what is "OSse nti al l y an amateur 
magazine , of such bulk , ove r su ch a l engt h of t i me, must sure l y be 
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a record bard t o excel in all the annals of amateur journa l ism . 
This achievement rates most hearty congratulat i ons to Herbe rt 
Lecke nby primarily, but also t o all who have helped i n any way -
contributors, section edi t or s, and subscrib e rs . 

Looking back, one r emembers the receipt of a copy of No. 1 , a 
bold venture indeed into uncharted seas . For while one can alw ays 
give a magazine away for nothing , the a t tracting of suf'ficient sub
scribe r s in what must remain a compa..ratively smal l group is another 
matter entirely . 

A few months later there was a flurry of exciteme nt in th e 
ex posing of the nefarious activi ties of certain indiv i duals who 
victim i zed collectors with stories of trunks full of highly-des ir ed 
pape r s . A very use ful service was perfomed in this matter; one 
that fu ll y warranted t he launching of t he magazine . 

The end of the fir st year saw the appearance of the i nitia l 
"Collectors' Digest Annual ,, - what ap peared at th e time to be a 
monumental l abou r , and pr obably was . Seven more have followed , 
each bet t er than its predecessor, to delight r eaders in many parts 
of th e globe. 

As the one whos e pl aying around with the types and press pro
duced ''!'he Story Pap er Ccll ect or" and helped provide the incentive 
for the launching of 11Tbe Collectors I Digest, 11 I would l ik e to ex
tend on this specia l occasion a sim ple message; 

Well done , Her b; and may you long continue the good work I 

-- VI.H. C. 

* * * * * 
(And bere' s two in verse. You won I t beg:rudge me the space 

I 1ve taken for these tributes on this spec ial occasio n \Yill you? 
I ' m only human. - H.L . ) 

Dear Herbert, 
Friend and co lleagu e too, 

I n our ol d Nor thern Section, 
I think of you on your grea t day 

ii th real and deep affection . 
You' ve brough t me happ i ness untold 

and kept me Gay and Merry, 
Congra t ulations, dear Ol d Boy , 

Your s , most sincerely , Gerry . 
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A HUNDRED THANKS! 

by W. W. J ARDINE 

*** 
To the stor ies we hold dea r, in the mist of yesteryear, 
There ' s a link which is regarded, with affection that • s 

sincere, 
J us t a simple magaz in e , from whose plages we can glean, 
All the pl easu r es of our boyhoo d , when ou r days we r e 

11all se r ene 11
• 

The "Collec t o r s " in t he f ol d , who 11Di gest 11 the book s of 
old , 

Axe unanimous in saying , th at , 11It 1 s worth it s weight 
in go ld"! 

Bri nging back nostalgic thoughts, of adve nt u r e , sch ools , 
and sports , 

And a host of varied f ea t ures; cover drawings; c l ub 
reports . 

Al l th ese items take us back , on a re miniscent tr ack , 
To the characters and st ories , which the mod6rn journ a l s 

lack , 
And ea ch month when it arrives, what a pleasure one 

der iv es , 
Fr om th e entertai nin g con t en t s, now a f ea ture of our 

liv es . 

1Tv.·ould be fitting now if we , on this ann i versary, 
Offered our congra t ulations, to th e "C.D . Century ". 
And best wishes t oo are due , from it s re ade rs, ol d and 

new, 
To our good friend Herb ert Leckenby - n hundred thank s 

t o youf 

* * * * * 
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--9 )Jost _?aJF:Jr? ,, By W.O.G. LOFTS 

The firs t question one may ask is "What i s a. 1 Ghost 1 paper?
11 

v;el l it is a pa per which has been recorded in a r ticl es and va:ri()u s 
list ::. o f periodica l s t and of which no pr esent day col l octor has a 
copy , or c ome to that , hns ever seen a copy ! (That is as far as I 
QDl aware) . To commence my sto r y I hn.ve to go b:'lck quite a f ew 
years, when the collect in g of ,,Bloods" was t he main the me of 
col le ct ors, a nd such arden t men a.s t he la t e Barry Ono, and Joh n 
tiledcr aft were in their prime . Mn.ny r eade rs of th e o ld "Coll ec tor s 
Mis cel l any'' will remember t he lists of "Bl oods 11 \".'hi ch t hese t wo 
frie ndly ri va l s used t o pub l ish fr om time to time .. Ea.ch month one 
used t o find something 11new" which was a r a r e item no oth er co ll ec 
tor i n the world had in thei r col le ctions, some such tit l es as 
"Sawney Bean , or tho Maneate r of !Ji dlothian " 1851 . ''The Skeleton 
Cl ut ch or the Goble t of Gore" , end l astly "The Vampires Dream , o r 
Te n Dif fe r ent Ways t o the Scaffo l d" 1855 . All supposed to h" ve 
bee n pub li shed by th e f amous "Blood" firm Edward Lloyd . Wben these 
t wo coll ecto r s di ed and their co lle ct ions so l d no trace of these 
r are "Bloods" were t o be seen . Did t hey re al l y exist or , were they 
as some collecto rs suggest inv e nt ed to make othe r col l ec to rs jealous 
o f papers which th ey knev, they could never ob t a in ? Incidenta ll y I 
have now see n the re mainder o f th e late Barry Ono' s collection at 
the Bri tish Museum and no trace of these "Blood s " wer e to be seen 
t he r e . 

V.'hat now of periodicals , th e l ate Walt er Dexter bas give n me 
more "Ghost" pe.pe r s to tr y an d locate than a ny oth er writer of 
art icl es on boys t papers . In the ''Chamber s J ou rn al'' for December 
1943, he .i:rot e of number one •• in his collection , whi ch he bought 
as new on the day of publication . Fir stly, ''The Halfpenny Monarch" 
No. l . March 6th, 189 4. Thi s was desc rib ed as ha vin g 16 P"8"S, 
nine were devoted to a compl ete sto r y (.Deat h Shot Dick was the 
fir st); si x pages t o comic pictures; and the fi nal pag e t o a st o ry 
by a world f amous au t hor so as to ensu re t hat the purchase r of num
be r one woul d suppo rt the pe r iodica l. I have found proof t ha t t his 
pa pe r did exis t! This was wide l y adve rti sed in the °Cbampion Comi c" 
189 4, which was published at 3 , Bouve ri e Str ee t . (No publi she r s 
name is given) . It con t a in e d suc h ann ou ncem ent s as "The first 
numb er of 1The Ha lfp enny Monar ch 1 went into thr ee edi tions,. 11 "Read 



' The Blue Dwarf' in Uo. 2 of 'The M:9narch '. " 11Eacb number of the 
' Monarch ' is equa l to a s i xpenn y nov el" and so on . Th i e car ri ed 
r ight on until l ate 1894 , when th e announcements c eased ; one 
cou l d conclude t bc'lt the pa per ce ase d a round th ~t time , so it mu s t 
ha.ve r an to about 24 issues. In December of th at yer1r the Edit or 
of t he "Champion Comic 11 in r e ply to a reader who wrot e up to him 
about gift tokens which had ap pe ared in 'Th e Monarch" stated 'tirhe 
Monarch Novel s '' are now only issued at twe l ve at a time , bound in 
handsom e r ed covers pr ice 6d. 

A new library was started around this time entitled 11The 
:Emperor Library", wheth e r t his took the place of 11The Monarch" I 
woul d not like to say . 

The second paper which ho ment i ons is 1trhe Excelsior Library 11
• 

This was published by the well known finn of Trapps Holmes, who 
were a t that tim e publishing ''l'h e Wor lds Comic " and 11Funny Cuts". 
Each number was a complete story price ld. 11Pur e , healthy, and 
deeply inte r esting li t or a.ture for the million 11 said the announce
ment on the cover ; it had 32 pages . Thi s paper also I have found 
dcfini tcly to have bee n in circulation . Number 1 was advert i sed 
as being on sale on Oct . 2nd, 1894 , in both of t hese comic pap ers. 
I hav e at home in my r ecords a li st of 18 titles in t ho Exce l sio r 
Lib r ary as being advertised as on sa l e . Whether all these 
appeare d or not I c annot say . One t hing I would like t o di sagree 
with Walter Dorter on i s that i t was e boy ' s paper . The titles 
seem to suggest that it was a t y-pe of woman' s paper . One such 
t i tle \·1as "Who is She? or, t he 11Girl with a Guitar" . 

The third pape r is 11The Boys Mail" undated, and was pub
l ished by the same firm who publi shed the "Amazing Li brar y" \"lhicb 
was devo t ed to th o adv ent ures of famous crimina l s . Walt er Dexter 
sta t es t hat th e publishing date of t his papor was around 1897 by 
t he date of the s i gned illu st r ation on tt o cover . Mr. Lockenby 
has sbov,rn to me a number 2 be ba s of a "Boys Mail" . This i s a l so 
undated and publish ed by the same finr,, but a clue is give n in the 
"Editorial Chat 11 when the editor mentions about the Boys of tha t 
period 1907 . Vihether th ose two papers wer e of th e same period I 
woul d not like to say , and how long these two papers ran i s of 
course unknown . I would li ke to add th at just becaus e a paper is 
not lis t ed in the Brit ish Museum Cata l ogues I don ' t think t hat it 
do esn 1 t oris t ; to the co ntrary many papers I hav e seen in t he 
collect i ons of friends which are unrecorded in the Bri t i sh Lfusoum. 
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A year ago I off er ed a £1 f or any copy of the "Exce l sio r Library" 
or "Halfp enny Monarch" wi thout r eco i vin g one reply . Other "Ghost 
Papers 11 which I have no details of are ''!'he Champion Li brary" pub
li shed by Char les Fox 1885, "Comic Boys Pape r" L!ay 1891, ' 'l' he 
Champion" series 189 1 , ".Br oadsheet Novels 11 issued by the A. P. in 
the 1930 1 s , these weresupposed t o have been stories written by 
Gwyn Evans, that brilliant writ er of Bl ake yams , and the Comics 
11Fr olic " 1895, "SUnshine 11 19 30 ' s. Mr. Walt er Dexte r was sup posed 
to have given away al l his copies of number ones menti one d to t he 
Red Crose sa le s , during the war , so what has become of them I 
dread to think . 

Anoth e r thing which used to mislead collecto r s as t o the 
length of a paper ' s run was the list s of titles of pape r s which 
were in circula t ion a fe w years ago . Whoever used to compile them 
used to add the t i tle as given for next week ' s sto ry when in f act 
it never appea r ed in print. One title f or instance was a s t ory by 
Berkley Gray in No. 590 ''l'h r iller" when in fact this title neve r 
did ap pear , One co ll ecto r in fac t i nsisted t hat t his No. had 
appen r ed because he had seen it list ed . What would "Magnet 11 fans 
s ay if someone had told them th a t th e r e was a No. 1684 en titl ed 
''l'ho Bat tl e of the Beaks" because they had seen it listed. 

Durin g the l ast fe w weeks two cases have been solved t o my 
sa t isfaction of "Ghos t" pape rs . Firs tl y , Mr. Percy Smi th o f Lines 
wrote to me and asked me if I could g et him de t ails of Aldine Wild 
West Library No. 67, as a ll collecto r s of this series hav e only 66 
numbers i n th e set, ( i ncluding the Bri tish Museum) . I at once 
thought that perhaps he bad seen this number adve rt ised as be ing 
on sale when in fact it had never appeared in print . When I wrote 
to him about this, be r epl i ed th at he was c0rtain it had done so , 
as he had in his coll ect i on No. 68 . He in fact sent me tho copy 
a l ong t o prove it . The second case is of two papers belo ngi ng to 
the l at e Harry Stab l es . Whe n I was checking Herber t ts lis t s of 
Boys Papers as pub li shed in th e C.D. Annual 1953, I noticed that 
be gav e the run of "Boys of th e F.mpire" , Melrose , as 155 issues . 
As a ll th e collectors of this paper have on ly-up to 153, I was 
int er es ted to know where he had obt ai ne d these extr a numbers. . Be 
re plied that 11Harry St abl es " had them in hi s collection.. When 
Harry died , and bis collectio n was being so l d , the first thing t hat 
I aeked Herb ert for was these two copies . Al though Herbert search 
ed the whole co ll ection from to p to bot tom , be coul d not f i nd th em 
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and I began t o doubt that th e.,- bad ever exis t ed . Just a1'ter I had 

pr epared a roug h draft for thie articl e , Herbert wrote t o me en

closing these two cop ies , saying he had found them behind an ol d 

bookcase . I have now th ese two copies in my collection , and they 

muet be t he onl.r tw o copiee in the world today . 
One of the modern myste ri es of 11Ghost 11 papers was as rec ent 

as 1950. For this interesting information I am in debted to 

Anthony Bak.er for his keen int ere st in all types of periodica l s . 

Be noticed in ce rtai n copi es of Basi l Story ' s "Boys Wor ld 11 an 

announcement that 11Boye Life" would be inc orporated with this 
paper. Having not see n a copy of "Boys Life" on sale to the pul>

lic , Anth ony wrote to t he publiehers asking for details of this 

pape r ; be received th e most amazing r eply , which went like t bis 1 

Dear Sir, Thank you for your l ett er , as I believe you know, the 

"Boys Worl d" ceased publication . "Boys Life 11 has simply been in 

corporated in the imprint to sa1'eguard copyright , and has not had 

no independent existenc e as far as I am aware . Best Wishes, 

Rog. Sheath. (Greyhound Owner) . Thank you Anth ony for killing 

that Ghost, pe rh aps collec t or s of the futur e would be seeking 

copies of the "Boys Life" 1950. 
I bad some experie nce myself of a 11Gbost 1

• paper Bome t ime 

age , per haps some of you r emember it . I was info m od that an ad

vertisement on the back page of a book , advertised a pape r called 

"rh e Sexto n Blak e Inv es ti gato r" 1874 1 price ld . Deapite an offer 

of i.10 in th e "Exchange & :.!art" for any copy of t hi s pape r I 8¢n 

r ece ived no rep l y . Did this paper r ea lly oxist , or was it adver

tised :1nd never appeared in print ? I would lik;e t o poin t out tha t 

none of t he pape r s mentioned in th is article are in the British 

l!uaeum Cat alogues . Secon dl.,-1 no co ll ec tor who I have como in con

tact with baa ever seen a copy, l et a l one havi ng one and this in 

cludes the big three, Bill llartin, Tom L.'llllbert and Bona l d Rouse . 

If any collector has a copy of the "Ghosts" mentioned or , knows of 

any one who has , I would be most gr ateful to them, and perhaps 
th ey would hear of something to their advantag o I 

!!!!!!. 
(Not e : Regarding Bill ' s colllllents on Boys ' Life and Boye• l'lor l d 

there I s a simila r in stance in "Reyno ld's News". It ombodios i n it s 

t i tl o "Sunday Ci tiz en 11
• There has neve r been such a paper but 

Jie·,·1old' e hold the copyright shou ld they ever decide to launch 
i t. - H. L. 
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ELaJ<JRJV H 
Conducted by J C:3EPHillE PACKMIJl, 

27 , ARCHDALE ROAD, EAST DUL>IICH, LONDON, S. E. 22 . 

Herbe rt Lec ke nby has kindly :illow ed me e:xtra pages for 
thio ' special' issue . Even so, \fol ter ' s and Len ' s articles have 
co mbined t o slightly exceed t he quota . However , I think e veryone 
will ag r ee it would be a pity t o cut them, and t o mnke up fo r it I 
mu3t make my r emarks as brief as possible . Brief as they r:rust be, 
l feel I must pay tribu te to Herbert f or t he wonderfUl job be has 
done - in spite of many, many difficulties - in producin g a hundre d 
nwnbers of the C. Di ges t . To a lesser dee;ree a t r ibute should also 
be paid to .!aurice Bond, for had it not been for him we should n ot 
have had Blaki ana . So I S9'/ • th a nk you• Herbert (and Llaurice) f or 
both the C.D. and th e friends I have made thr oug h the medium of 
that gra.~d little m38azine . 

I am pleased t o say that seve ral good chums have recently 
sent me articles (see ' Forthco oing Features ' ) . I nm oleo promised 
somet hing from the pen of anothe r ol d fri end , one nh oc we have 
sadly r.iiss ed - Rex Dolphin . If a few mor e of cy chums (and Blak e 
l ove rs ) wlll •rally round' , I shall trut hfUlly be able to se.y that 
Blak iena. , since I hav e tok en it ove r , has never been so flourishing . 

Ne:xt oonth I shall have something to SOJ about a for t h
coming feature by .Jerek Ford . Incid en tally, Derek pays a nice 
tribute t o Victo r Col by's article which appeared last n:onth . It 
certainly was ' the goods ' , and another of Vic t or's efforts is at 
th e moment on some ship England bow1d from all th os e thousands of 
miles away . 

Walter Webi>' s seque l - THE .IIE!I BElill/D PLl/1£.IDl - is, I oan 
assur e you, something t o which you c an all l ook f orward . 

JOSEPHINE PACKJ.!AN. 

PEl'ER CHEnlEt !} ii) ;us WCllK rn THE UNIOII JACK 
by VI. O. C. Lofts 

Peter Cheyney , th e well-known aut!i or of det ective fiction, 
died in 1951 at St. John ' s Wood, London, at th e ago of fifty - five. 
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He left a Slllall fort un e - 1:.52,864. 8s. 6d. to be exact . Yet bow 
mzi.!'l.Y readers o f this magazi ne know that in the mid-twenties , when 
such prolific authors as G. H. 1i'eed, E.S. Brooks and G\>.:,n 3vans 
were t urning out sto r ies for the 1 U. J . 1 and 1 S . B.L . 1

, he wrote a 
story for the I Union Jack I entitl ed I The Clue of the Yell~·, t!occa
sin 1 • He asked bis friend , Gerald Ver ner (who at that t ime was 
writin g for th e Aloal. Pr ess under the na!lle of Donal d Stuart) t o 
submit it for him to H. W. 'l\"1yman, the edi t or of the U. J . This he 
did, but 'Iwyma n r ejec ted it o.s ' unsuitable for this paper ' . 

At that time Cheyrey was a poor mar. - just one o f the many 
struggling j ourna lists who v:ere submitting stories for t!le Fleet 
way Rouse publi cati ons . I ncidentally , the rate of payment in th ose 
days was £1.5s.Od . per thousand words, the writ er of a full-leng t h 
S. B.L i b . story (50,000 words) receiving £62 . 10s . Od. 

Nothing daUDted, in sp ite of this ea rly rebuff, Cheyney 
pe r sonally approached Twyman with a new idea fo r the 1U. J • 1

• This 
was l ate 1926, an d the i dea was for a new f eature - ' Tinker ' s Note
book ' - to be written by Cheyney, with the expert assis tanoe and 
advice of Ex- Detec t i ve Brust of Scot land Yard. The idea appealed 
to 'Twyman and the feature duly appeared, the commenci ng date being 
5t h Feb ., 1927 {U. J . No. 1216 ) . Cheyney, however , was not lon g 
connected with it {unt il about U.J. No. 1288), and no doubt this 
was by reas on of the poor rate of pay 1 for be and Brus t r eceived 
only £3 . 3s. Od. a week be tween them f or all the tim e and r;ork 
inv olved . 

Readers who are unaware of the fe ature 1Tink.e r ' s Note
book ' oay lik e t o knO\V that this was a sort of diary-cum - notebook, 
in which Blak e I s ou t standi ng cases were recalled a nd commented 
upon . In additi on th ere were articles on fin ge r prin ts, poison 
tes t s, dust analysis and so on . The 1fot~book was a chatty and 
autbori ti ve guide t o Detective science, supposedly written ' by a 
boy, f or boys ' - Tinker being the perso nifi catio n of eve ry Office 
boy who read the 'Union Jack' . Tinker , of course, r1as Cheyney. 

At a later date the .A. Press were only t oo pleased to 
publish two of Pe ter Cheyn.ey's serials in th ei r publications 1 Thrill 
e r1 and ' Detective Weekly ' , both st or i es featuring his, by this 
time , famous char ac ter •Lemmy Caution ' . 

It r eal l y is r emarkable how a nun ber of the for e:JOst 
wri tera of detective fi c tion today started t hei r care er by writing 
f or the A. _ Pr es s~ __ Somo such names are Berke ley Gray and Victor 



Gunn (s. s. Brooks) , Gerald Verner and Les li o Char te r ie (wor ld 
famous for bis ' Saint ' stories . It bas aloo been strongly 
rumoured that none other than G. K. Che sterton tried his har.d a. t 
writing a Blake story . He is, of course , famous fo r his 1Fatb3 r 
Br own ' stories . 

l have often wondo r ed whethe r Cheynoy did write any 
Bl ake etories in late r years, pe r haps under a non-d o-:;,lw:>S1 al
though, against this I know it has boen said that he nover wrote 
any storiee other than under his ov,n name . 

* * • 
NOTE: 'Hie information given e.bove coi:::,:es from 'Pa t er Cheyney, Pr in ce 
of Hokum' by Michael Han'i.sc:n, published by Nevi ll e Spe ar man . A 
ver y i n toros t ing biog rap hy . B. L. 

* * * ,jl * 
THE MYSTERY OF MIC!L\.EL sTau,1 

by Walter Webb 

"Ee was a real a:i;,atery - man whom nobody ever really kn ew 11 , 

was a r epl7 typic al of the many I have r eceived during a puxsuit 
of i n f ornatio n conce r ni ng tho past l ite r ary activities of Michae l 
Storm , detec t ive , schoo l ond mystery sto r y writer of t he early 
1900 1 a . The mantle of mystery which enveloped th e personality of 
Storm during his career with the Harmswor tha becen:.e his shroud in 
death; the only thing abo u t him emerging with an y degree of 
clarity being his ability ss s writ er , fo r in bo t h the juvenile 
nnd adult fie l ds of fiction , he had few equale . 

Al thou.eh be is known to have written some Sexton Blakes , 
the cloak of anonymity has been drs wn so closely and impe netrably 
t hat for the past 45 years or so , thoso etoriee ha ve rem ai. nod un
known, although sought after from time to time . now, however , t he 
!olds have bee n lo ose ne d , the clc.ak throw n wide , and it is pos s 
i ble , at long l ast, to be able t o put his name beneath the tit l es 
of t hose ta l es he wrote for the UNION JACK Lll!RARY. 

Many theories hav e been put f ol"\7ard regaxding Storm ' e 
othe r iden t ities. The suggest i on that he was also !uncan Storm, 
aut hor of t he Bombay Castle s t or ies is , of course, i ncorrect, a.n 
insp e c t ion of the st y les of • ri t ing de f in i tely proving t hi s; 



another , that funcan Stonn was Michael 1 s wife, is possible, al 
though Duncan could hard l y have been the l ady ' s actual name. 

;Jichael Storm is best remembered for hi~ tales o f those 
two schools he created many years ago , Abbotscrag and Ravenscar , 
and the character of Nige l Dorn, the private investigator. Into 
one of the stori es he wrote of Abbotscrsg, that ancient pile set 
amids t the narrow , winding lanes, the rich , red soil and rollin g 
green I!leadows of tbe Sout h Devonshire countryside, Storm wrote 
very probab l y the only words of Sexton Blake eve r to appear under 
his name . It is interestin g to recall that occasion , so here it 
is, extracted from the i ssue of the MARVEL, dated week ending 11th 
January, 1908 , issue No. 207, containing the story "The Overthrow 
of Blundell ' s 0

• 

Mr . Wellcott , the r.iathematical master , and Jir . Davidso n, 
master of the Sixth Form, we re about to leave the school in search 
of two boys v,ho had broE-en bounds . Mr . David son had decided to 
take his dog, Spot, along to assist them in the search . 

"Good gracious! 11
, said Mr . f.'ellcott. "You 

are as bad as Sexton Bl ake! " 
11Ah, so you rend him, too, do you?'\ 

said l,lr . Davidson. 
"I confi s~a t ed one during an algehra 

lesson one day , " confessed Mr. Wellc ott 
with a grin, "and I've been e confirmed 
subscrib er ever since . " 

"I hope you return ed it to the 
bereaved youth'\ was al l Mr. Davi dso n' s 
comment, as he whistl ed t o his do g and led 
the way int o the cold, star-lit ni ght . 

Possessed of a powerfully de scr i p ti ve pen, Stom was not 
niggard l y when giving a pen - picture of his cha r ac ters - no t f o r 
him the .Murray Grayd on style of introduction , a terse "he wae a 
tal l man, with a fair noustache 11 - t o quote a typical Graydon ex 
emple - no, Storm would give a most mi nute description of his 
charac t er f rom the len gth and fo r matio n of the forehead t o t he si z e 
'1!1d mobi lit y o f the feet . In this mat ter of descri ption Michael 
Storm had no equa l ; no oth e r Blake e.uthor, alive or dead , has 
bet t ered hira in this r e spect - not even Hamil ton Teed, his nettrest 
ri~1al and the man whose style so nearly matched bis orm . Storm's 



caree r as a write r - in so fa r as the Ha.rmswor tb papers were con 
cerned, at any rate - was of very sho r t duratio n , and at th e time 
of his death he was engaged in writing a se r ial for one of the 
famous weeklies control l ed by t hat eq ually famous personage , Ham
il t on Edwards . With t!".e openin g chap t ers of that se rial already 
i n print there was natu r ally a great deal of pertub a tion caused 
when no fur th er chapte r s were forthcoming , an d a hur r i e d S . 0 . S . 
was sent out to Ceci l Hayto r to fi nish t he story off . The author 
of the Lobangu an d Sir Richard Losely sto r ies had to digest cop y 
of al l previous c hapters, and so well did he round off t he se r i a l 
tha t nobo dy excepting those i mmediately concern ed guessed tha t 
there had been any change o f auth or shi p. Certainly , no re a der of 
that par t i cular pa pe r kne w of the substitut i o n. 

But, the pert ubatio n just refe rr ed to was no t confi ne d 
alone t o t he pa r ticu l ar odi to r of the periodical who r an t hat 
Sto r m serial - it was shared by the editor of the UNIOII J ACK, fo r , 
just prior to his death , Michael Sto r m cr eated a character who at 
once caugh t Md hel d on t o t he imag inati on of t he Sexto n il l ak e fan 
to such an exten t thet hi s exploits were r ela t ed o ve r a pe r io d of 
near l y thi rt y yea r s, by not one author but fou r or f i ve ot he r s . 

It is n early 47 ye ar s si nce that famous characte r f irst 
appeared, and for exactly the same l eng t h of t i me his cr ea t or has 
remained undisc ove r ed . In the light of wha t I hav e just f ound ou t, 
I have the utmost confidence i n naming Michael Sto r m, au thor of t he 
Abbotacr ag , Ravens c ar and Nige l Dor n stories , a s the or i gina t or o f 
t hat f amous crook characte r a nd swor n foe of t he man from Eake r 
Stree t - Georg e Mar sden Plw:m,er ! 

$ol'.!le explanati o n is necessary he r e, fo r i n the l as t 
issue of the C, D. Annual I was quoted as sayi n g t ha t Lewi s Car l to n 
wr ote that histo r ic fi r st sto r y of t he charac t e r, 11The Man From 
Scot l and Yard" , a nd was therefo r e the or igina t or . An un fo r tuna t e 
slip - up on my part, due to the fact that in s t rikin g t he t r ail of 
the Plunme r autho r I happened first on tha t of the "ghos t wr ite r" 
in stead o f t he ori gi na l . Cerl ton "ghosted " fo r Sto r m whe n th e 
l a tt er ' s denth was estt:a.bl ished, o.nd, o.s a mat t e r offe.c t, is 
r espons i ble fo r mor e Plummer st ories t han any Ble.ke fo ll ower real 
ises, and many of those now c r edited t o Jo hn W. Bo bin (L!e.rk Os
bo r ne) , shou l d bear hi s np.rne i n collectors ' l ists . 

Storm wrote onl y five Pl ummer s tor i e s ; t he f i r s t , 
second 1 fo u rth and fi ft h were pub l ished , but , fo r some una ccoun t-



able reason, the third was either rejected or lost . The fourth, 
uhich v,as entitled THE SWELL MOBSMAN, be gan with Plummer just re 
turning to conscious ness follovting an exploit shar ed with Rupert 
Forbes , a c rook of similar calib r e , in which eac h was equally 
r es ponsib l e f or the ki dnappin g of two yowig girls . Having just 
completed a coup against the !lank of England, they had subsequent 
ly quarelled over the disposal of the girls and during an esca pe 
from the pbli ce Rupert Forbes had imprisoned Plummer i n a sub
marine , a tr aitorous act which had saved Plummer fr om c ertain c ap
ture. To t he mystery which surrounded }!d.chael Storm was yet 
anothe r - what happened t o that pa r ticular sto r y which led up to 
the events conta i ned in THE SWELL MOBSMAJI? And hen, is ano th er 
unexplain ed point: when th e first Pl ummer story was published, 
edit or William Back announced in an edito ria l aside th at another 
would folloo in a few week s 1 ti me. A few v,eeks ! It was one ye ar 
and a half - precisely 80 weeks l ater - before t he second Plummer 
sto ry was published , an astonishingly l ong lap se for which no 
editori al explan ation was forthcoming .. Illness of the writer could 
hardly have been th e reas on , for Sto rm '.rrote several non- Plummer 
tal es between the pe r iod of th e fi rst and se cond st orie s of t he 
cha r acte r . The fifth and las t Plummer story by Michae l Storm was 
entitled THE PROELEM OF THE YELLOr7 BUTTON (U.J. No . 334 ) , for , 
~vi thout doubt , th e f ollo wing e xpl oit of the infamous c ri minal , 
published in a story called THE MYSTERY OF ROOM 11 (U.J . No. 342) 
was writt en in a different hand.. Thia story , by the way, is 
notable fo r t he reas on that it introduced for t he first ti me the 
crook known as John Marsh. 

It is quite c lear that UNION JACK No. 357 , containing 
the sto r y PLUMMER VERSUS BLAKE, began a new ser ie s of Pl urn!ller 
st or ies written by 11ghos t 11 v1riters aft e r Michael Storm's death had 
been definit ely established, but the id entiti es of t hes e particu 
lar gent lemen have no part in this record, which concerns only the 
work of Michael St orm during hi s lifetirre .. 

Into hi s fir s t story for the UJUOJI JACK, which, incid 
enta l ly , was that whic h i ntroduced Plummer, Michael St o:rrn featured , 
also for the first t ine, a Scot land Yard !!Ian well kn o,m to old 
reade r s of Sexton Blake . He was Detec tive - Inspector Martin, of 
t he C.I..D . , a big , bl uff , r ed-faced offi ce r, r:hose relations wi t h 
Section Blake Y1e re riot al,u,ys of th e n:o st cordial nc.ture. 

The next story Storm wrote - and this was probab l y his 
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From the !IORTIIERI! SECTION, O.B .B.C . 

Every success atory requires the presence of the r ight man 
with a good idea at the pr oper tim e, and it 1B no exaggeration 
to uy the •c.D.' was originated by Her be rt and that its eucceea 
has been due to hie enthusiasm and untiring energy. 

Good for him! BREEZE BENTLEY 

"Never ahe.11 I gorget my first letter from Harbert - so 
full of welcome to a new member - and never shall I be able to 
thank him enough for putti ng me in tou ch with so many friends." 

B. HONEYSEll'T. 

"I have known Herbert only a few months, but i n that time 
I have become aware that I owe him a great deal for his guid-
ance and he l p 1n the Hobby we all l ove." HARRY BROSl'ER 

"Apart from being Edit or of our own 'C . D. ' , Herbert has 
become an inati tution among ue Old Boys . Many of us have never 
met him, but we all know him as 'Our Herbert • , Jill HEPBURN 

" Congratu l ations , Herbert, on the Centenary Number. Had 
it no t been for your untiring eff o rt the Hobby would neve r have 
started." CLIFF BEARDS.ELL 

"Our heartfelt thanks go ou t to Herbert today. He hae 
done so much for u s and fo r the Hobby, A friend QlllOng 
fri ends . " EHIC HUl!PIIREYS 

You have opened the H!lliBO.V do or, 
To the o ld BOY• S REALII of yore, 
You' re a WONDER and a IW!VEL, Leokenby ! 

Your BOY• S JOURNAL, the "Digest" , 
VJhich you manage with auch zest, 
Pleases old and MODERN BOY, Lec kenby ! 

PLUCK an , ther hundred for t h, 
0 great WIZARD of th e North, 
Gm.like and IIAGIIE'l'ic ~ Leckenb y ! ! I 

W. T, THURBON. 



From the IIIDLAJID SECTION O.B.B.C. 

TO HERBERT 
by Jack Corbett 

To those who l ove the books of youth 
One thing all will agr ee, 
The one who worked to prove thei r truth 
Ia Herbert Leckenby. 

* * * 
And through his zeal and happy taek 
A brotherhood is born, 
l'/hat more of him just could we aek 
Upon this heppy morn? 

* * * 
The morn that heralds our "C. D. 11

, 

Is ninety months plue ten. 
0 good man Herbert, msy you be 
Long with us, and your pen. 

* * * 
Each one of ua who love to read 
Of spacious bygone days, 
We ehare the joy this old book l ore 
Gives life a golden phase. 

* * * 
So Herbert lad , well done, well done, 
No words oan ere express, 
We only know our hearts you 'v e won 
In laoting happines s. 

* * * 
These verses, 't ho they speak fo r all, 
Will need no one confirming I em, 
So good luck Herbert, on the ball, 
From all of us in Birmingham. 

* * * 



From the m!SEYSIDE SECTION, O.B.B . C • 

.LQ..Q. 1!.....Q...! QJL.! ! 

Woll, he' a sti ll here and batting well. He may have lost hie 
opening po.rtner, but he's rea ched hie century. 

You are very surpris ed at meeting him for the first time, for, 
like Oliver Goldsmith's schoolmaster in "The Deserted Village," 
you marvel that eo em,,.ll a he ad can carry all he knows . 

9/ho is thio man? Ho 1a amsll in stature, but b1<; in heart. 
Scores have seen him but hundreds know him. 

He loves thio hobby , and we love hio for the work ho puto into 
it . We may cr itioise him, but he bears it all patiently, and 
never cri ticiaes us. 

He burns bis fingers emokin& endless cigare t tes and burns the 
midnight oil preparing the C.D. and the Annual. 

He can talk kn081'ingly on cricket, footbal l or "the hobby", and 
an hour in his company seems like ten DJinutea. 

Be would be an asset t o any national 11daily 11 , but we oouldn I t 
spare him. 

LOllG IIAY HE BE SPARED TO CARRY ON HIS lliliINGS, IS THE FERVEIIT 
WISH OF 

. THE IIERSEYSIDE BRAJICH OF THE O.B.B .C . 

Frank Case, Jim Walsh, Frank Unwin, J ack Morgan , Norman Pragnell 
Peter Laffey, Bill Horton, John Burke, "Turpin S.itzer", Bill 
Windsor, John Bartlett, w. Chillingworth , F . 17. Francomb, El sie 
Webster, Pe ter Webster, Eric Coldwell, Chairman Den Webster and 

all. 

CONGR [\ TULATIONS,. 

HERBERT 

l 

1 



best for the U.J . - waa THE MASTER ANARCHIST (No . 238) . Stonn 

introduced W. Murrey Croydon' s f3ll".OU3 Scotland Yard character, 

Inspector Widgeon , into this one . THE MOUNT STREET MYST.IBY (!lo . 

262) wos anoth er effort by the eame writer, :,nd in this St or.n re 

verted bock to Inspector Martin again . It is not known that 

Michael Storm was respon sibl e for one of the U. J ' s Doubl e Ch.riat 

mae !lumbe rs, but there is no doubt that he wcs resp onsible for 

that which was published on the 5th Deoernber, 1908 , and which 

appeared in No. 269 issue under the title of THE GHOST OF' RUPERT 

FORBES. Rupert Forbes , as al ready stated, was a crook character 

of the cal i bre of George Uarsden Plumner, and a short story fea t

uring him also appeared in the pages of the PE!TNY PICTORL\L, the 

particular issue of which was No . 491, published 24th Octo be r 1908, 

under the title of THE L'YSTERY OF THE EGYPTIAJI BONDS. 

No. 273 saw Michael Storm back in the U. J . again with 

a sto r y called THE VENDETTA, and again in No. 277 with THE ROAD 

HOG, both stories whi ch described how Sexton Blake rendered no 

little assistance to Inspect or Martin in the sol vit18 of two in 

tricete cases . An interval of si x months, .3nd then Sto r m popped 

up again with THE BLUE ROOM !.'YSTERY (No. 299), a story well 

illustr ated by A. H. Clarke, whose work was so rarely seen on the 

pages of the Union Jack thet it was quite an event when it di d 

appear . Three weeks later sa1v the publication of the l ong waited 

second Plwmner story, IN DEADLY GRIP (No. 302), in vrhich St orm 

broll<(ht in Sir Richard Losely , the famous character created by 

Ceci l Hayt er . The followi ng week it wae the versatile Storm egr.in 

1?ith Blake solving the ccse known as THE STEPNEY MYSTERY (No . 303) . 

No. 312 was the next issue to feature the Abbotec r"8 :Llld Rav enecar 

author, now nearing the enc! of his contributions to the paper . 

Title - THE MYSTERY OF THE SCARLET TUREAD. Next came the Plummer 

story , THE Sl'IELL l!OBSJ.!A11 {!lo . 315) , follO"Ged i.mnediately by THE 

JFl7EL THIEVES (rro . 316 ) . Christmas week of 1909 saw Storm, as was 

the case the previous yule ti de , contribut in g another worthwhile 

effort , TRE GREAT CONSPIRACY (!lo . 324) . 

About this time l,!ichael St orm must have passed on, for, 

as events wer e to prove , only tw::, more sto r ies were to be published 

written by him . Early in 1910 came FOUND DR~NED (No. 329 ) , and a 

few weeks later his last Plummer story . Fifteen stori e s in all , 

with THE MASTER ANARCHIST, in fD/1 opinion , ranking as bis beat 
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Sexton Blake story, did Michael St orm write dur i ng his very brief 
ca r eer as a chronicler of the exploits of th e frunous pri va te in 
vestigator of .Saker Street . 

We have been t o ld that nobody knew Storm, but one old 
Blake v.rriter, a t least, migh t have been able to have disclosed 
some interesting facts bad he been alive today, a.nd tha. t man w.3.s 
Geor ge H91Ililton Teed, famou s as the creator o f Yvonne , Rymer , and 
a host of otbe,r well - remembered characterse For the reasons \vby 
this was probable the read er i s referr ed t o th e ~equel to this 
article, entitled THE PJEI! BEHIND PLUM!i,ER. 

FORT!!COLUNG FEATURES IN BLAKIANA 

The :.:en Behind Plunrne r 
Consulti ng Room Chat 
This New Age of Sexton Blake 
The Babblingo cf Bardell 

* * . .. 
•.. by Walter Webb 
• •• by Derek For d 
••• by Derek Adley 
•• by Victor Col by 

THE DOG DETECT IVE 
~ Leona rd Po.ckman 

The 100th number of the Collector• s Dige st being in 
its e lf a special event, i t is fitting that Blakiana should mark 
the occasion by sayin g somethin g about the 100th number (New 
Ser ies) of the UNION JACK, dated 9th September, 19c5 . Tba t par 
ticular issue was indeed of a special natu r e; not so much by 
r eason of the paper (in its new ser ies ) having reached its century 
mark , but because it was the issue in which Sexton Blake ' s fo ur 
footed assistant, ?ed.ro, made his debut . 

Bearing in mind the story was written 50 years ago 
(before the wor ld had ' advanced' in scientific discovery , and thus 
laid the found at ion stones for man ' s own ultimate des tru c ti on -
vide atom and hy dro gen bombs), "The Dog Det ective" is quite a good 
yarn, for the author, \l . Murray Graydon, was puttin g out some very 
good work r ound about that time . I canno t speak so wel l of the 
ill us tr ator, whose work I do not positive l y recognise (although I 
have a good idea) , for poor ol d Pedr o l ooks to me very little like 



a bloodhound , Incidentally , by the time the U. J . had reach ed No. 

231 (Padre ' s '!'rail) the old fellow wae a r eal bloodh ound, moat 

admi rably drawn by H. M. Lev:is . 
To relate the stor; - one of murder, with Pedro f ina lly 

ca t chi ng the murder er - would , I feel , be of but li ttle interes t 

to the present read er . AB for how Blake be came Pedr o ' e maeter, 

this bae already been related by Walter Webb in t he C. Digest (No . 

91 , July 1954 ) . However , here is an ex tract to ebow bow Murray 

Graydon focus ed tbe spot - light on th e eagacioue animal: 

~ ) A hoarse, muffled eound was heard at a distance, rin g

i ng on the night air . It dr ew neare r and nearer, repeated at 

short intervals, and S\1elling ever louder - a sound t ba t was 

strang e indeed for London . 
"What is it? 11 exclaimed Inspector Widgeon. 

"Mu.et be a dog", suggested Consta ble Rook. "But I never heard 

one give tongue lik e that" . 
"It is a dog, and I know the br eed" , declared the detective . 

"It i s coming t his r,ay . N017 it ha• turned into Lime -tr ee Walk , 

By heavenat I believe I know what i t is a~er!" 

The noise t1as very close . Deep-tongued , rauc ous baying echoed 

on the ai r, faster and co re icpatient . Tbe three men looked et 

on e another . 
11.A. blo odhound on the scent! 11 cri ed Inspector Widgeon . 
11Right 11

, said Sexton Blake . . .... . .. . 

• ... • • • The creature dash ed through the hall, nos e to the floor 

and leapt into the room on the left . Sexton Bl ake closed t he 

door and followed . The great bloodhound was crouching 

by the body of the murdered man. The bru t e lifted its head, 

showing fomida ble teeth, and gro wled angrily at Sexton Blake who 

f earleaely approached. "Come, old fellow ", be said , "don ' t you 

know a friend?" 
The dog sniffed at t he detective, fawned upon him for an 

instant, and then squat t ed by t he corpse • • , , t here was a pa th

e tic, alCJOst human lo ok i n it e big eyes , as if it wanted to 

speak , . . .. . .... . 

In concluding this little , comrner.iorati ve article , I would 

say that when opeaking of 'Sext on Blake ' I alr1ays include Tinker 

and Pedrc . It is for that reason I rarely glance at the 1:10dern 

Sexton Blake Library . If Tinke r ca.~ remain the youtbfUl assistant 



of Sexton Blake, I see no reason why Pedro should to al l intents 
and purposes be 1 a thin g of the past 1 • J..s Harry Homer would S83"2 

"Viva Ped..ro ! 11 

***********" **m**********rm::i-ii********* **********™**** -i-ii+i 
HAMILTONIANA { co ncluded from page 122) 

the adven tur es that ensued . 
Paris , Venice, Napl es , Rome and 'Iunis all had their quota 

of l aughs and thrills f or t he Greyf riar s chums i n 1934 . Their hoat 
wa.s Bunter the billionaire . The fly i n the o in tment t his ti me was 
Tiger Bronx , a.n American gangster , who was after Bunter 's suddenly 
acquired millions . Needless to say he was fo i led at the fi n is h. 

Huree Jamse t Ram Singh ' s homeland , In dia, was the setting 
fo r a hos t of exciting experiences in 1926 . Mook !...X>okerjee the 
I ndian junio r• s &glish langu age teach er was f ea t ured in this grand 
series . 

Yachtin g with Mauleve r er wna the setting fo r 1922 { two 
t ravel series this year) . France was visited, with the sin is ter 
Gi deon Gaunt hoveri ng in the background , trying to kidnap Mauleverer 
and hold him t o ransom . 

\\"i th t he excepti on of an occasional trip across the channel 
t o Franc e , thic, I think, is the full quota o:~ trav el stories . We 
at home who never get furt he r th"..n t he Isle of Man in the summer, 
can al ways talce a trip with the Greyfriars chums practica l ly any
wher e , at any ti rne, at (ahem!) 2d. a copy, end ,vho knows, maybe 
Frank Rich ards '7i 11 some dey give us "Behi nd the I ron Curtain 11 , 

with the Greyf ria.r s chums. 

********* ************ **·ll*************** *************************** 
AVAILABLE, J.11,GNErS , GE!.:S, HOLIDAY Alllnli.LS, !IELS:Jll LEES, UNION 
J/,CKS, SEXTON BLiJCE LillS . , !L'~WELS, POPUL.;RS, ILLUSTR;.TED POLICE 
BUDGETS, Very re.re, F/.UOUS FI GHTS, {POLICE BUDGET & SHtlREY'S ED,) 
Very Scarce . BOYS J.!AG!.Z!JIE, JE STER & ,70NDERS, CLAUDE DUVALS, ROBI N 
l!OOD LI BS. , DICK TURPIN LIBS., YOUNG BRITAINS, ADVENTURES, ROVERS, 
SKIPPERS, COLLECTO?.S0 LIGESTS iJID iJHIUALS, CHLTTER llOX, WIDIDORLDS, 
PRIZE, CAP'l'i.Jll {!,'.any en:- ly vols . ) , PICTUREGOERS 1921-3 1, FILM PI C
TORIJ.LS, ;,11 kinda of POUND Flli1 ~i!IUJ.LS, BOYS CINE.!.:S, i<MERICAN 
1.!ECH:,MIX, ETC. Ere . Wanted scarce PE'.1J/Y DREADFULS, Good pric es pd. 
S • .u.. E. Pl ease . RONAL.D F.:OUS~, 3 st . Leonard:s Terr . Gae-Hill, 

Norwich. 
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Compiled by ~erbe rt Lecke nby 

• * * * * 

\l'e will get str:i i ght down to t he artic l es thi s month . 

Fir3tt the one w~:ich Roger Jenkins has alread,y given as a talk to 

the London and llor the rn O. B.B.C. '• · It is lo nger than the articl es 

we usually have in the mont hly, but we con tak e adv ~ntage of the 

extra pages and I ,,,n sure you will all agree it is worth it . 

• * • 

I N THE REl!OVE FORM -R OOM 

by Roger M. Jenkins 

Over the course of years I hove read school stories by 

a va,-iet y of aut hors , there was J. li . Pentelo w with bis unmistak

able painstaking style, pointi ng out the coral , und erli nin g it, and 

then repeatin g it - yet at tim es he could inepire you and carry you 

\Ti th hir.i to the heights; there nao Edwy Searles Brooks, whose 

paper, the Nelso n Lee , turned itself into a school stor y paper al

moat by a: c ident and lapsed from g race on occasions af terwards -

yet at t imes, as in the Ezra Quirke se ries , be was unsurpassed in 

his line; there was P. C. Wodehouse who would sometimes bore you to 

tears o ver "The Head of Y.ays" but could als o transp o rt you t o th e 

magic realo of delight with such serials as "Mike"; there were 

R. A. H. Goodyear , Alec Paugh , David Goodwin - but what need t o list 

all these familiar names? They ell had their merits and their 

demerits. To ey mind , they all lacked this one virtue , the -vir tue 

which should surely be predominant in a echool story - frequent and 

convincing descriptio n s of scenes in the class-room . 

Let me begin by saying at once that it must be no eosy 

tas k to fit such sce nes i nto the framework of the st ory . The scene 

in the classroom must be i nteresting , but it ~ust also be relevan t. 

It is, I think, o high t r ibute to Charles Hamilton to say that he 

managed tb ie task so successful l y . There were more classroom 

scenos at Rook\Vood that at St . Ji.Ill' s , but it was at Creyfr iars that 

he really surpassed hi mself . Pictures of Mr. Quelch in th e Remove 

fo r m-rooc have been drawn by J.!e8net ar t iets so frequont ly that I 
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am sure everyone of you can visua l ise the sce ne i n your mind's eye 
at once. 

\\'hat so rt of scene you visualise depends upon what your 
f a vourite period of th e Magnet was . I n Magnet Uo. 89, fo r in
stanc e , we see the juni ors ai tting on forms with t he front of 
their long communal desk rat he r r esembling a f ence . A fo r tnigh t 
late r the scene changes, th e forms are now arranged in tiers 
r athe r like an old university lecture-hall, whilst on the pl at 
f orm Hr . Que lch bas a fine mah og any-lo okin g desk with drawers 
down each side ( this must hav~ been thought too good for the form 
r oom, f or it disappea r ed later and in its place there was a more 
ordina r y s ort of affair al to ge ther ) . The e l e va t i on of the desks 
at the back als o disappeared as well and, as th e ye ars weD.t by , 
the artist would ve.ry t he l ay - out at times by settin g t he desks 
i n rows facin g the no r th , west, and south of th e room , ,·:bile Mr. 
Quelch would complete the squar e by facin g e ast . Ot her r e fine
ments appeared - a blackboard, a wastepaper basket, a cupboard, 
maps on the wall, etc. But the i terns which re main ed constant from 
th e begi nnin g to the end were t he old - fashioned , be nch -l ike forms 
and desks. None of the sin gle fumed oak desks and s hiny tubular 
metal chairs and all the o ther tinse l and g litter o f the secondary 
moder n school for Gre yfr ia rs ! You f e lt t ha t Col one l Wharton and 
ilU!.jor Cher r y as boysl:ed pro bably sat in and ca.rv ed their initials 
on the very same desks, and their fathers bef ore th em. 

The curriculum was as time - honoured as the equipment . 
Like a ll good Victorian for.ti-masters, Ia . Quelch taueht his form 
nearly e very su b ject ( except nasty f orei gn thin g s lik e Fre nch , 
German , and mat hematics ) . Science - quite ri ght l y - ne ver reared 
its ugly head at Greyfr i ars . But it is a mistak e to as sume th at 
all f orm- r oom less ons described in the Magnet WP.re Latin lessons, 
wit h Bunt:e r cornmi t tin g e gregi ou s howlers with Vi r gil and Horace , 
v,hich we re bey ond the understa.11.d i ng o f t he ave r age reader . It is 
tru e that Latin lessons pr edomina t ed , but most yout hful r eade r s 
of the Mag:ne t could en jo y t he fun e ve n if th e pr ecise extent of 
Bunt er I s er:lormi t ies in translation wer e bey ond their understanding . 
Uy favourite i s, I th i nk, "t he ar med man and his dog " as a trans 
l a ti on of "c.:r.ia vi.rumque c ano". ( I can even remembe r, in an ill 
judged mome n -. , gai l y su e gesting this translation to the Lat in 
cas ter as we .bee ~n Book One of the Aeneid at school - :::: was s oo n 
made t o unde r s,-6.;~~,l _t ba t Lat in was not ~~er subject f or jokes 
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that didn't emanate fr om the Latin mast er!) 

But th er e were ot her lesso ns at Greyfriars beside t he 

Latin l es sons . English was aometin:es mentioned; you may r ene mber 

th e time when Levi son r e turn ed to Gre yfr i ars and, in Magnet No, 797, 

he was supposed t o be in l ove with Bessie Bunt er, of al l pe opl e , 

The English less on was used by pla,yful Removi t ea t o quote famous 

PaS3age s fr om verse on the subje ct of l ove in gene ral. History 

l ess ons were even moro frequ en t; you may re member the time in !Jag

net No. 1565 when Bunter forg ot the date of the Battle of Hastings , 

and a pi ece of paper with the da te lo66 was passed along t o him 

under the desks {unf ortun at e ly, it got turned upsid e down, and 

Bunter assured Mr. Quel ch that 9901 was the date in question) , A 

famous geogra phy l esson occurred i n Magnet No . 1607, when a jumping 

crac ker was ignited and thrown at Mr. Quelch , who made the sta rtling 

announce ment th ~t the Ge rman name of a cer tain Czec hos lo vaki an town 

was "Yaroop! 11 (This was a bad week for Kr. Quelch. In the same 

number his ch air in th e form-ro om colla psed as he sat on it , and 

his can e stuck t o his hand . Thia was a ll the wor k of Gilb e rt Tracy 

who was immured in th e punishment r oom, but had managed t o obtain a 

duplicate key ,1hich enabled him t o emerg e by nigh t and l ea ve a t rail 

of destru ctio n be hind him with complete illlllW1ity from suspicion , ) 

Anoth er l ess on on the curri culUJ!I wo.s ancient history, but this was 

a rar e bird indeed . No doubt Scripture was y et another, but I do 

not seem t o re co lle ct readin g about this - pr obably it was th ought 

not t o be suitable f or incl usio n. 
Tbe atmos phere i n the form- room would ofte n act as an 

ind ica tion o f the dire ct ion of the plot. If Wlart on or Vernon 

Smith, f or instance , were in a mood to defy auth ority, what more 

enthrallin g epis ode could there be than one in th e form-r oom, with 

the re belli ous junio r be arding the lion in hie den, as it were ? lf 

Bunter decided t o stri ke a new not e , it would ofte n be sound ed 

firs t befor e l!r. Quelch in form, as in J.!agnet No. 593 , when Bunter's 

political convi c tions t ook n sharp turn to th e left: -

"You don't see m t o know what o 'cloc k it is 11
, said Bunter. 

"I ' ve been thinkin g it out . I' m goin g t o call on all the o th er 

f ellow s to follow my example. I 'm not etanding any more of it . 

I be lie ve in liberty . " 
"Libe rty ?", stutt ered Ur. Que lch . 

"Li berty , equa lit y and f r at ernity" , sa i d Bunter chee r fully, 



"J ac k's as goo d as his oaste r, you know, if not a little 
bet ter. Isn' t everyone in the wor l d equal to everybody 
else? 11 

"Eh?II 
111•ve been reading it up. 

freedom in this country " , said 
th e men for my money. 11 

I think there isn I t enough 
Bunter. "The Bolshevi ks are 

Revolution was rooted out with the aid of a cane on this occasio n, 
but at other t imes Mr. Quelch r:iet with a doughtier opp one nt, as in 
Magne t No. 1289, when he accused Whar t on of concealing a detention 
pape r, and \l!barton appealed to the Head. In the form- room, Dr. 
Locke was able t o elicit the fact that Bunter was the r ea l sulprit , -

There ,.,a s a brief pause . Dr. Locke was far to o tactful 
a headmaster to cal l a master over the coals in the presence 
of his boys . But nobody in the Remove doubted it was to come 
later. Quelch bad made a mistake - such a mistak e as a form
master was expected not to r.1ake. Obvio usly he had been 
hurried int o it by his pr ejud i ce against a certain member of 
his f orm. 

11$o far as Wharton is conce rn ed , therefore , I think we 
may regard the matter as be in g at an end, Mr. QuEil cl).?" said 
the Head at l ength . 

"l-1 think so, air" , said Mr. Quelch, in a stifle d 
vo ice. 

But th ough Whart on scored here, his hasty temp er played int o Mr. 
Quelch's hands later in th e story, and he was punished . It is 
int erestin g to note t hat , though reb els s::ored now and agJ:1.in, Mr. 
Quelch ' s authority was neve r impaired for long . 

There was no end t o the pranks llunter played in form. He 
has hidden in cupboards, at t empted to hypnotise Quelch , found his 
jaws stuck together wi th to ff ee and so una ble to answer question s , 
and - best o f all - be has driven masters mad with his ven trilo 
quism . Mr. Quelch soon rumbled to this, but f..:ossoo never f ound out . 
There was no thin g that did.n 1 t happen t o poor Mossoo, and th e r agg 
ing inevitabl y ended in chaos , as in No. 1536 : -

Ur . Q.lelch' s grim glanco turned on Mossoo w Ther e was 
a glearn of sc or n in his i cy eyes . A maste r who could not 
handle boys had scant resp ect from Henry Samuel Quelch . 



':The class - roo m l ook ed as if n hurricane had struck 
it . Cossoo sat in the midst of the wreck like Marius in 
the ruins of Car t hage. He s at and rubbed his nose and .. the 
back o f his head and splutt er ed. !.:r . Quel ch very ne:arly 
snorted at t be si ght . 

"Can I assist you , Monsie ur Charpe n t i er ? " he a sked , 
unable t o keep an in f lecti on of sarcasm out o f his voice . 

"lion Dieu! 11 liiossoo tottered t o his fe e t. 
His f ac e , al r eady cri mson, was dy e d a de ep red, 

under the st eely eyes o f th e Removt, master . Mossoo did 
not like to realise that he was an i neffectual little man. 
But be had t o r e alise it, under Quelch's cold glance . 

For s ome reason or oth e r , it always fell t o th e lot of Mossoo t o 
take the detention class . This was, if anything, a big ger riot 
than the normal F'renc h lessons. !:iossoo I s one ambition was to have 
peace and quiet at nll costs, and it was not unknown for f e llows 
to tiptoe out of class when he was writing on the blackboard. He 
would then effect not t o notice that anyone was missing. Of course, 
Bunter never knew when to sto p; in Magnet No. 1563 Mossoo turned 
round just as he was half-way to the door. The lure of a hamper at 
Cliff House impelled Bunter t o go on, not retre at , and he ended up 
by dashing out of the c l ass - an exodus which eve n Mossoo could not 
feign to be unaware of . 

Greyfriars saw some major t;rrants in its time, in the 
form of new bead.masters, all of whom appeared i n at leas t one form 
r oom scene. Do y ou r e member the odious Mr. Ca..rnforth , or even worse 
the tyrant J e ffreys and his henchman Schwartz who became Remove 
form-meeter for a sho r t time during the firs t World We.r? There was 
an amusing scene in the form -roo m in No. 501 when Jeffreys took the 
Remove for a l e sson in history on the period of James II, and every 
answer be got froc t he f'orm menti oned the W1mi t igated scoundrel, 
Judge Jeffreys . Mr. Brander was anothe r such tyrant . Do you 
remember when, in Magnet No. 1171, he delivered an ultimatum t o the 
r ebels that e veryone who failed t o turn up in the form - room ftould 
be expelled? Only Fishe r T. Fish t1as weak - kneed enough to submit 
and, as he was the only one th ere, he had to take the full brun t of 
Mr. Brander's impotent rage and fury . On this occasion, Fishy was 
not quite so smart and spry as he had fancied . 

Not all of Mr. Quelch's substitutes , however, proved to 
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tyrants . The myst erious Mr. Steele , f or instance, whom Verno n-
Sni th felt certain was tbe Courtfie l d Cracksman, rras a worthy 
substitu t e f or Hr . Quel ch . All sorts o f odd thing & happened i n 
Ste e le 1 e time - dr awings of bur glars being arrested would uppea.r 
on blackb oa rds, and a pan of i nk ..,.-ould be arranged over the f orm
room door as a booby-t r ap f or the mast e r . In !fo. 1145 this fell 
on Fishy i nstea d of Ur. St ee l e, and th e Remove were ord er ed to mop 
up t he mess thems e l ves . Smit hy - th e cu l prit - objected ~-

"11ay I ment i on, si r , that we .:u-e not se nt t o Gr eyfriars 
t o do hous emaids ' wor k?" s aid the Bounde r cool ly. "I object, 
sir , and I am sure my f a t her would object . " 

The Remove caug ht their breath . 
11 I ndeod 11 , sa i d Steele . "We re your f a th e r here to e xpr ess 

objectio ns Vcrnon- Smi th , I shou l d ce r tainly listen to his 
opi nions wi th resp ec t . As Mr. Vernon - Smith i s not here, the 
question does not arise . As for youx perso na l obje ction s , 
they are of no mo~ent whateve r ." 

Bunter a l so disc overed grounds for objec ting to th e ne\'i' mast er: -

111-I say , sir, r.lr . Quelc h used to take a fellow ' s word" , 
gasped Bunte r. "Especiall y mine, sir . " 

"That will do , Bur.t er . Turn out your pockets at once! 11 

111- I 1 d much r athe r you took my word , sir!" gasp e d Bunter . 
"Quelch always di d , sir! Quelch would have th ough t it un 
ge ntlemanly t o doubt a fellow's word, sir . " 

1.\bethe r present or a bs ent, Hunte r has been th e occ asion for many 
an amusin g scene in the form - room . From the splendid Bunkin g of 
Bunter se r ies comes thi s e::itr act fro m Magnet No . 875, when the 
sta ge was all set fo r a f l ogging i n the fom - room , but th e int end
ed vict i m had se lf ishl y spoilt t he fun by no t turnin g up . 

111 am sorry, sir, but he is certainly absent", said the 
Remove r.iaste r. 

"Is this possible, Mr. Quelch? I informed .Bunter that I 
shou l d be her e at this hour to ad.minist er his punishmen t . 
ls it possible th at the boy bas ventured to abs ent himself , 
at the risk of wast i ng my time? " exclaimed the Head in 
asto n ishm ent . 

The Removi to s dared not gri n. 



It was only too posai ble that Bunter had not taken the 

great value of the he admast er ' s time int o cons id eration at all! 

The Head was cross, and we are told that Gosling go.ve a grunt of 

disappo int ment . Bunter was preoent and willing, howeve r, on 

another occasion, when be had high oxpecta ti ons of winning a pri ze 

for Latin Veroe in Magnet No. 1159 . He had co pied out one of 

Linley ' s exercises , mistaking it for Linley ' s own compositio n :-

"This paper -" Mr. Quelch sho ok the offend in g pap er in the 

air, and his gimlet~es seemed to bore into the wretched Bunter. 

0 This paper i s a c opy o f a well -kn O\'m composition - 11 

"Oh crumbs! 11 

"A composition so celebrated that it amazes me that you 

ahould fan cy, Bunter, f or one morr.ent, that I was unacquainted 

wi th it!" 
110h! 11 

11Apert from the dish one sty, the Wlscrupulous impudence 

of this attempt, an attempt at n•hat I can only describe as 

trau d - 11 

11().\r!" 

"Apart from that, I om amazed at the folly, the ere.so 

stu pi dity, of such an attempt!" boomed !.Ir. Quel ch . "Is it 

possible, Bunter, that you imagined that ;your f or m-meeter 

was unacquainted 'f'/l.th the Odes of Horace?" 

IIEh? II 

"This pe.per - 11 almost roared Mr. Quelch II is a cop y of 

tho tenth Ckie of the second book of Horace!" 
110h criicey!" 
"And ;you have had th e i mpudence , the crass stupidity , to 

attempt to palm it off on your form-master as ;your own work!" 

The most inte re s tin g scene e in the form-room were, 

naturally enough, th ose in which the lesson was interrupted for 

some reason or otbor . Once again, and naturally enough, ltr . Quelch 

did not approve of interruptions. It is t o be fear ed that there 

were many things that Mr. 01e l ch did not approve of, including 

the way in >thich Bunter always kept staring at th e form-room clock , 

as in llagnet No. 1565•-
But if other fellatvs • eyes glanced at the c l ock, Bunter's 
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did not merely glance at it - t hey tuxn ed on it continually! The 
cl ock seemed t o draw his gaze lik e a. magnet . Had that clock been 
a thing of beauty and a joy forever the Owl of the Remove coul d not 
have gazed at it more earnestly. 

Quelch did not approve of this kind of thing . 
What was th e use of a form-master handing out valuable his 

torica l informati on if his pupils, inst e ad of listening attentive
ly and absorbing the same, onl y counted the l ast minutes till he 
shut down? 

On one celebrated o ccasi on , Bunter even went so fnr ns to put up 
his hand and make the valuab l e su ggestio n thr.t th e clo ck h:,d 
stopped ! :Mr. Quelc h was not particula rly gratifi e d to l ear n that 
time passed on lead en win gs fo r his pupils when he we.s teaching 
his form. 

And here , I am afraid , my re view of incidents in th e Re 
move form - r oom l'llUSt be brough t t o a cl ose , before you all start 
loo king at your watches to s ee if they too h~ve st opp e d. I was 
so r ely t empted to extend th e subj ec t t o include incidents which 
happened in the immediate vicinity o f the class-r oo m - for exampl e , 
th e Greyfriars custom which allowed a free per iod to any f or m 
whose master did not turn up t o t ak.o th e l esson t-:i thin a specified 
period of time (on e of th ose lit tl e t ou ches whic h he l ped to convince 
you th et Grey friars """ a r ea lly old school with strong t r a dit i ons ) 
- but I should have found myself t a lking he re all ni ght . I hope , 
at any rate , I have been abl e t o pe rsu e.de you that f or ingenuity , 
diversity and convincin g n arr a tion, no other author could app roe.ch 
Charles Hamil ton in his descriptions o f scen e s in the c l ass -r oom, 
and t hat th e fin es t examples of bis work in this partic ular field 
are to be found with i n the pag e s of the t!ngnet. For me, at least , 
n o Greyfriars story is really complete c1i thout on e sc ene in the 
Remove form - room. 

* * * * * * * * 

THE THRILL O F THE CENTURY 
by ERIC FAYNE 

First, I lift my gla ss t o do honour t o e remarkable man -
our Edi t or - who se hard work and tenacity of purpose hav e br ou ght 
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about this wonderful achievement - tho Hundredth Nwnner of THE 

COLLECT-ORS' DIGEST. !fay he be blessed with l ong life and ez 

cellont health , that he may be still sitti ng in the Editor ' s Chair 

when Number OneTbousand is reached . 

Secondly, oay I browoe ove r !lumber <Kie Hundred of some of 

the gr and old papero which gave birth t o The Collectors ' Digest and 

to which it is a permanent memorial . 
In the case of the GEIi, No. 100 was really No. 149, for, 

when the Ua.gne t wss bor n, the Gem s tart ed agai n as No. 1. The 

Hundredth !lumber of the ld , Gem was a poor specimen, sad to relate , 

The familiar blue cover waa there, of course, and there were some 

excellent illustrations by R. J . Macdonald, who had only been work 

ing on the Gem for a few weeks at that time , But th e story, in

appropriately titled "KILD/JlE OF ST. Jll4 1 S", was a strangely short 

and feeble effort by a substitute writer, in which three members 

of the Grammar School - Carpenter , Snipe , and Larking - played a 

t rick with 11Tom Me rry ' s Yleekly 11
• As the e ight chapters of this 

feeble affair onl y occupied half the Gem, no less than twelve pages 

were devoted to a massive instalment of the serial by John Tr eg 

ellis , "Britain ' s Revenge". 
The J.!a8r,et I s No. 100 was a special Double Number, price 

One Penny , and contained "IIUGENT MINOR", telling of tha arrival of 

that troub lesome young man at Greyfriers , An excellent tale of 

the se ri ous t ype . The issue was completed with an instalment of 

"ONE OF TBS RANKS", a serial, author uMamed . 

THE PEIINY POPULAR r eac hed No. 100 on Septembe r 5th , 19 14 , 

The issue contained "Ratty 'e Love Affair", an abridged version of 

tho Gem story in whic h the New Hous e-ma ste r fell in love with Edi th 

Glyn; "The Message from th e Sea", a Sexton Blake story; and 

"Rory 's Foe'1, a tale of Jack, Sam and Pete . 

THE SCHOOL FRIEND attain ed No, 100 early in J,pril, 19 21 , 

The Cliff House story, os t ensibly by Hilda Richards, but nothing to 

do st that tim e with famous Frank, was "THE GIRLS WHO CHANGED 

PLACES". In the centre of th e paper was the "Island Memories" 

issue of the Cliff Bouse Weekly, recalling an excellen t Dese rt 

Island series of Cliff Bouse stories whi ch had recently ended . 

Woll, there they ar e . It will be seen that none of them 

bad anything particularly memorable to of fer in the way of cele

brating reaching the Century . But each one is worth its weight 1n 

gold in the treasure ches t of the collector . 
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HARRY WHARTON AND CO. , WORLD TRAVELLERS 
by Gordon Thompson 

Surely Barry Wharton and Co. must have been the most 
trave l led schoolboys i n fiction . Let us then te.ke a brief su rvey 
of their wanderings; 

First the 11Dark Contin ent" - Africa; four times b.ere. 
In 1922 they went to t he Congo with one-eyed Captain Corkran (Bob 
Cherry I a cousi n ), in s en.rah of buried ivory . For a brief period 
Bunte r was King of t he Cannibals , owing to his making the tribes 
idol "ta lk" with his ventril oq,uism. The Se.hara was next , 1924 , 
searching for Ali Ben Yusef , with Mc.jor Cherry in comm::md this 
time. In 1931 with Vern on- Smith and his fathe r to Keny a , for 11 

time they were prisoners in the hands of Ludwig Krantz, slave 
tr ader. The fo ll owing year they journeyed t o Egypt with Lord 
Ma.ul e vere r, with the rascally Kal izelos strivin g t o obt ain from 
l!auly bi s ancient Scarab , which finally turns out t o be the h i ding 
place of "The Eye of Asir i s" - a fabulous diaroond . 

The South Seas were vi site d twice; Tom Redwing was be
queat hed a teak disc wher eon was the plan of a hidde n tre nsure 
(1927) . This wes coveted by Mr. Vernon-Smith ' s valet, S<>ames. Many 
exciting adventures were exper i enced before the t r e asure was 
finally dug up . In 1938 t here was another tr ip south , with Lord 
Mauleverer, finally culminating in the discovery of Mauly's cousin 
Brian, as a beachcomber . 

The u . s. was also visited twice; in 1929 they went t o 
Hollywood to make a picture, incurring the enmi ty of Myron Polk, 
No . l Heart - throb. Fi nal ly Harry Wharton en ded up as "The School 
boy Sheikh". Mr. Fish , son Fisher T. , and Coker , wer e also prom
inent in this aeries . 

Texa s was visited in 1938 , t o Mr. Vern on Smith ' s Ranch . 
A r ascally foreman Barney Stone was featured in this se ri es , al s o 
the Rio Kid . This was the last travel se r ies but one . 

Chin a was als o visited t\vice , in 1930 and 1937 . On bo t h 
these eventful trips Wun Lung rre.s eventually rescu ed from the 
clu t che s of bis dubious r e l atives . In the former s eries, mainly 
th rough the strenuous e ff or ts of Ferrers Locke. 

In 1936 Brazil was visited, going t o see their fo rmer 
class - mate Jim Val entine . This ti me diamonds were the cause of 

concluded page 112 ... 
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By JACK WOOD 
NOSTAW, 328 St ockto n Lane, 

YOOK. 

What be tt er wa;1 of celeb rating th e ce nt enary of this 
column than by a messag e from the famous schoolmaster-detective 
himself? 

HereW'ith, therefore , a portrait of Nelson Lee taken from 
No. 422 o f the Small Series of the Nelson Lee Lib rary and drawn, 
I presume, by that noted artis t, Arthur Jenee, whom we always so 
intimately associa te with Nels on Lee stories . Certain ly , he did 
all the dr awings in the N.L.L. from No. 9 in th e Small Series until 
well into the first New Seri es . 

He bad a typical drawing for No . 100 Small Series o f Lee 
and Nipper, witn es sin g an assau lt in th e fog on Blackhea t h . 

No . 100 was the third in a new aeri e s o f yarns from 
Nipper's Note Book and was "a strang e s.nd singu l ar episode" entit 
led The Clue of the Twisted Ring . It was, th erefo r e, related by 
Nipper, but was "pr epared for publication by the Auth or of the 
Green Triangl e Series". Chapte r One set o ff t o a c ra cking pa ce 
with Nipper and bis guv•n or returning on top of a bu s fro m Black 
heath wher e th ey had been "in qui ring after the heal th of a ce rtain 
gen tl e individual who wa s v,anted for embezzlemen t, fr aud and a few 
oth er lit t l e complaint s. We'd co ll ared th e joke r, t oo , and bad 
handed him ove r to the pol i ce . No t much of an affair - tame, in 
faot ". 

On the way home the bus broke down and so the Gray's Inn 
Road pa i r left th e buo and began to walk acro ss th e heath . Rain 



·-----------(12 4)------- -- --

began falling and, shel t er in g, Lee and Nipper saw an assault on an 
elderly man who t urned out to be Professo r Marcus Wal ton , of Myrtle 
House, West Road, Blackheath . The professor was wearing a curious 

twisted sapphire ri ng, 
and was assisted home. 
Myrtle House prov e d to 
be an ee rie, odd esta
blishment, wit h bone s 
and stuffed animal a on 
the walls and as orna 
ments, and a secr et 
room with all kinds of 
safe t y gadgets to pro 
tect its secrecy. 

After a stormy in
terl ude when, on re
ga i ning consciousness , 
the professor mis t ook 
his helpers fo r th ose 
who had assaulted him, 
he explained that he 
had discovered hov, to 
manufacture sapphires 
and was expe rimenting 
on rubies. He had 
so l d his sapphires to 
Henson and 'l!ilding Ltd., 
of Bond StreetJ Rudolf 
and Son and other firms. 

Checking up la!e r 
with the first-named 
firm, Lee is commiss 
i oned t o in vestigate 
a robbery at the firm's 
Bi rmingham premises . 
While in the llidland s 
he realised that Wal 
ton is a crook and 

that his manufactured gems are r eally re - settings of stolen gems. 
~ baok to Myrtle House and more exci tement. 
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They trapped Walton i n his secre t laboratory, but the 

crook escaped by hurlin g a crucible of molten gold at them and 

dashing out of the room, clodng the patent doors afte r him an d 

leaving the detective in a sealed room with flames spreading all 

round them - - a scen e which provided Jones with a striking cove:r 

picture . 
Fortunat e ly Wal ton had left behind him his patent devel

opment of oxy- acetylene apparatus, with which Lee burnt open the 

street door, thus effecting a last-minute oscape . Walton was 

eventually captured and got 10 years ' penal servitude . 

That wao the end of the st ory . Not an outstanding story , 

maybe, but reasonably readable and a pleasant break in th e series 

of Green Triangle, Jim the Penman and Eileen Dare adventures . 

' After all, the Lib rary was still in its infan cy and there were to 

be some eight o ther centenary numbers before the end , 16 years 

late r. 

* .. 
Here, for a moment, let us look at o ther people ' s views 

of the Nelson Lee and St. Frank's st ory. First, a newcomer t o 

t his column , F. Vernon Lay , tells us ••• • • • ••• 

WHY I PREFER READiliG ST. IBANK I S STORIES TO THOSE OF GREYFRIARS, 

ST. JUIS & ROOKWOOD 

The first and foremost reas on for my preference ie that 

when reading the best St . hank ' s stories I find it easy to forget 

I am readin g a story and am soon engrossed , but with the ot he rs I 

am conscious all the time that it is only a st ory . The boys of 

E.S . B. are only boys, not men masquerading as boys, and th e re ia 

far more action and movement and much lase ao-ca lled talking 

than in the bulk of Hamilton ' s work . It wuld be si.:>ple t o learn 

parrot-like whole chunk s of Hamiltonian patt e r, whi c h while . i t may 

fill · up th e pa ge and enter tain some, merely bores me after I ha ve 

read it the first time. 
The many adventure series of St. Franks have never been 

surpassed and represent for me, sheer escapism. I do not expect 

them to be true to life or even feasible, so long as they are not 

absurd . Since the y weN writt en so many of tbe ideas which seemed 

then so far - fetche d, have now a foundation of possible fact, t he 
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latest being the development of 3D films foreshadowed in t he M,yst
er y of Rai thmere Castle . The building up of situations and plot 
and above all, the z est of the narration , put E.s . B. in a class by 
himself, and this is borne out by the popularity of his publis hed 
works af te r he ce ased to write St. Franks stories. 

It was in tbe early twe n ties that I first r ead the Nelson 
Lee, but t oday, aft er thi r ty yea.rs , I can still remember some of 
the st ories in vivid detail and the impression they made is irad
icable, whilst all I ca,, remember of Gr eyf ri ars and St, Jims are 
the names of some of the principal characters, and Rookwood, I am 
sorry to say, is l os t entirely . The various se ri e s contai n 11.ll 
the ingredients th at appeal so much to boys wbo never grow up . I 
mean, of course, buried treasure, cannibals , gladiators, secret 
passages and panels , jungle life, campi ng - the list is endless , 
Add to tbis scr apes and duels wi th criminals and det ection in the 
bes t Sherl ock Holmes' tr adition - well , I ask you , what more can 
an old boy r,ant ! 

My Favourite St , Franks ' Characte r and Why 

This is not · nn easy statement to make, but e.fter much deep 
th ough t I find th ut th e series to which I r et ur n time and time 
a.gain, is the Ezra Quirke, Magician, one , and therefore, I rmist in 
all fairness nominate Ezra as my f avourite character, alth ough he 
is more of a villain than a hero, Thi s series is worthy of perma
nen t rec ording and the developme nt of th e peraonali ty of Quirke and 
his hold ove r his school mates , has always fascinated me. I kn0w 
of no parallel aeries of such gripping intensity in any other boys' 
books . I wou ld be qu ite prepared t o believe that the creation of 
Ezra Quirke by E. S.B. he.d a profound influ ence on the lives of 
quit e a number of his r eade rs. 

* * * * 
Wal tar Fleming, anothe r newcomer, also te ll s us 

WHY I PREFER THE ST, FRANKS I STORIES 

1,1y first int r oduction to the St. Franks ' Saga was in the 
beginning of 1927. New Ser ies No. 38 t o be exact, dealing wit h 
the adventures of the St . Franks boys in Northestria , 

Now, w]ly do I prefer t hj!se stories? Mainly, I think , be-
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cause they were a little different from all the other School 

sto ri es of those years. Mr, Brook did not mind drawing upon his 

imaginati on, and what a vivid l/maginati on it was, The net r esult 

was to transport met and doubtless th ousands of others, to either 

St . Franks , or some far S'Hay place, 
When reading his stories I could always imagins myeelf as 

one of the crowd there, actually taking part in _tha t particular 

episode , Again, the the large numbers o f st ories, there was al

ways tb s e lement of mystery t o qui cken the pulse, and bring int o 

play ths detection instinct in meat of us, 
His many characters were always so '"'ll portrayed, and hie 

ability t o put a thrilling touch to most of the popul ar sporte made 

his work outstanding, In my own opinion, Brooks' sp orts stories 

were as good as , if not better than, most of the sporting wri tars 

of th at day, 
When I think of the number -of sto rie e he wrote, I om 

amazed at th e constant high standard of his wor k , and how varied 

the pl o ts ware! Whether hnas writing of sch ool lif e , sportin& 

adventures, or stories set abroad in such widely diff erent places 

as Australia, The Amazon, or th e Wild West and the fant as ti c l ost 

cities which the St . Franks ' boys and I f ound from time t o time 1 

they always had that euthentio t ouch , 
The background material to hie stories he l ped a lot in 

makin& bis stor ies s o readable , It was always there without being 

t oo obatrusi ve , and I could alwa,ys imagin e the scene a with out t oo 

much mental exertion on my part . 

Now for m,Y f evouri te Charaoto r 

Well, wi tbout a dou bt, it i s Edward Oswald Handforth . 

Hearty , impulsive, nearly always doin g the wrong thi ng , but some

how getting through and yet sometime s having that flash of inspir 

ati on. 
Kind-hearted and generous tc a fault, full of couraae and 

yet when really necessary, ready to admit his feulta. How I wish 

I could have be on like him and how, when reading the St . Franks• 

stcries, I imagine myself in bis place . 
I think of all the Brooks characters , Handy stands OU t 88 

a very r eal character, and I am truly sorry that, t oday, we canno t 

follow his further adventures, 

* * * * * 
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Good old Handy! How many put hi m as thei r favo ur ite 
characte r , but I, th ough I l iked hi m a.s much as most , would agl"ee 
with an earlier corr espond ent, who i,laces Ni pper in premie r posi 
tion . Without him St . Franks would not have provided the oppo r
tunities fo r the Handys, the Archies, the Brownes , the Pi tts and 
the rest, t o sbine . 

* ....... **********************"'****** ... ***'*'*********************"*"**** 

OLD BOYS' BOOK CLUB 
LON DO N SECTION 

The first Spring Meeting at "Cherry Place , 11 Wood Green, 
on SUnday, March 20th was graced by a distinguished visitor, Jim 
Deasy of Dublin . _Also pr esent was a new member, John Carey . Roger 
Jenki ns, chairmen and librarian of the Hamil t on section of the 
library , gave a ve ry satisfac t ory repo r t of the previous month I s 
workin g . He st ated th at the Stacey series of the "Magnet" hed 
been purchased and a fu ll list of other new purchases wou ld appear 
in the Apri l issue of the club ' s news- sheet. Furthermo r e, Roger , 
who was the winner of last month I s qui z , conducted his effort as 
per custom . He stated that it was compiled mostly from r.1emory and 
t hose present agreed that it was a good job he had not access t o 
bis collection as it was a very har d quiz . However, the old fir m 
filled the places as Bob \1bite r won it and Bob Blythe was second 
and Len Packman vdth Charlie \"/ri ght in third place . Impromptu 
talk was gi ven by David Harris on . This was ve ry well received and 
the good wis hes go to David from the Clu b for a successful cri cket 
seaso n. Aft er a very gvod serv i ce at the t ucksbop by Eileen 
Whiter a.nd he r si s t er Kathleen, Eileen conducted her two team qui z 
competit i ons . 'lv:o teams of seven a si de competed i n these very 
en joye bl e games ; in th e l atte r a pack of Lexic on cards ~,as u sed . 
Hostess Eileen is to be congratulated on her good work towards 
maki ng this a very enjoyabl e m,eting . Another good feeture "" " t he 
M!Oun t of papers and books fo r sal e . 

The April meet i ng i s to Le held at Bill Jardine ' s r e si
dence at Woodingdean, Br ighto n, on Sundey , 17th . Bill was pr ese nt 
a.nd extended a hearty welcome to al l. Frequent trains from Vic -



toria atnti on at excur s i on rates . Meeting commences at 4 p . ni. 

sharp .. Here i s a chance to s,e t he Nelson Lee country in the 

Spr ing . 
UNCLE BENJ A.lllll 

******** 

NORTIIERli SEl:TION l[El!,'"'!'1JIG1 12th 14ARCB, 1955 

J . Br eeze Bentley presided ove r a company a 11 ttle belc,,r 

ave rag et no viei t ors fro m af ar this time, unfortunately . 

Sec re tary Norman SDith inf ormed us that as a result of 

adve rt s in the Leeds evening papers, five requests for information 

about the Club bad been received, and there were good hopes that 

a t least th r ee would become members and atte nd ers of the meeti ngs . 

Reg=dil18 the April meet ing, it was pointed out tlr. t the 

date aa arranged would be Easter Saturde,y. After some discuaaion 

it was decided t o adhere to it, as there would be disadvantft.88s i f 

i t was rearranged . The April Meeting is the AnnuBl General one 

with election of of ficers. It is hoped therefo r e , to have a big 

attendance. 
Then we get down t o a great Quiz, the combined work of a 

number of postal members . In all there were about 100 questions, 

Member s f ormed trios in an attemp t t o solve them . Pity wos th ose 

who set the questions wer e not there to see the e xciteme n t they 

had caused. Messrs . Breeze Bentley, Gerry Allison and that I dark 

horse ' Bill Williamso n, won by a short head with 71 correct , 

Another i .nteresting Quiz f oll owed to br in g to a close a 

very pleasant evening . 
!low, llortbem members, do please make a special effort to 

ge t to the Annual Gener al Meeting, April 9th . 

IIEJ!BERT LECKENllY 

* * * * * * * * * 
l!IDLAND SECTION MEE,'!'ING1 28th FEBRUARY 1 1955 

Probably the severe weathe r kep t """" some members and 

this was ce r tainly a pity a s the dozen people pr esent enjoyed yet 

another of Mr. In gram 's superb talks of Grey friars. After f orma l 

bu sine es had been disposed of and we bad we loomed yet another new 
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member ( llr, C, L, Chatham), we settled down to belU' about the 

"Bl ades 11 of Greyfriare. These tal ks need no recottrnend.ntio n to 

th ose for t unate enough to have heer d one and fifty minutes ,vent 

al l too soon . Tonight we be ard about Loder, Pri ce , Hilton , Vernon 

Snith , SkiM er, etc . 
Here we find the same skill and craftsmanship in the 

de lin eation of char acte r t o which Jack had drnwn our attention in 

ear lie r t alka describing Dr. Locke and Messrs . Prout and Quelch . 

Hor, aptly th e names ere chose n · also . 
llr , Ingram concent r ated mainly on Vernon Smith and r ead 

three extr acts from "Magne ts ", showing so very clenrly that, al 

tb oU8h not for nothing was he nic - named tho "Bounder" a yet he \'"lt\B 

good at games , and 7.ould own up to hie mis deeds and not e.lloo an 
iMOCent man (ev en Bunter!) , to suffe r f or th em, 

Othe r "Cads" include Hazeldene - weak , unstable ruid a 

complete contrast to the Bounder: Stephen Price - a rather ol der 

Hazeldene I Hilto n - a "Mauly" gone wron g Md omong the fags , 

Wingat e Minor and Nugent Minor occas i onally got th e ir Mejors into 

tro uble . · 
We eppl e.udcd very heartily this sple nded talk and echo 

Jac k's concluding hcpe th at th ere is a literary Valhalla where th e 

Blades can smoke a quiet cig arett e and back an occasional winn er 

(neve r in t he sto r ies did the y succeed in doing t hi3 l atter!), and 

where t he Prefects ceas e from troubling and the Quelchea are at 

r e st . 
Veriety is said to be the spice of life , so we concluded 

til e evenin g with two or t hr ee misc e llaneous items which ha ve become 

r ecogn i sed features of our club ni ghts . 

ENARD DAVEY 

* * * * * * * * * 

!JERSEYSIDE SECTION MEETING. 13th IIARCH, 1955 
This was a quiet , th ough enjoy abl e , meeting , thirteen 

member s bein g present , Now that spring(?) is well on the way it 

is inevita ble that we shall be seeing l ess of some of our members, 

alth ough it is to be hoped that t hey will endeavo ur t o atte nd when

ever they pos sibly can , The winter meeti ngs ar e, naturally , the 

most enjoyable; it is not always easy to attend a meeting on a 
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beautiful eU11111er evening, and, who knowe, we might possibly get 
one ot: those this year! We hoi;"', however, th.at members will do 
their utmost to make the summer meetings just as attraotive as the 
winter ones b;,- turning up as regularly aa possible. 

What little business there was was dealt with by Don Web
oter who is doing Frank Case's secretarial work for the time being. 
Jim Walsh introduced a new competition which is likely to prove 
moat enjoyable - "Winnits 11

, based on the old "John Bull 11 competi
tion, "13ulleta 11

• Bill Borton provided the winning effort and Ja0k 
Morgan wu a good second. Let's have so1Ue more of thi8 in the near 
future. 

This wao followed by a St. Frank's competition - ''Hidden 
Na?Des11 , and Mr. Laffey was the winner, with Don Webster not very 
far behind. The meeting ended with an interesting little quiz 
devised by Jack Morgan, and so tM evening came to a ver:, enjoy
able end. During the evening there was a sale of some of the books 
which have been read by all, in order to clear the shelves for the 
purchase of some new ones. 

The next meeting will be on E!<ster Sund&, April 10th, at 
7 p.m., when we shall have tbe pleasure of the company of Frank 
Case. Incidentally, we on llersoyside heartily wish York City a 
safe passage in the aemi-finsl, and l!AT they make Herbert Leckenb;r 
a happ;r man by being the first Third Division team to win the F.A. 
Cup. 

················*****"*******"lfif************************************ 
FOR SALE. ARD WANTED: IIAGNE'l'S, GEMS, LEES, IIARVELS, S.0.L., BOYS' 
FRIEND LIBS., BUNTER AND TOI! MmRY :BOOKS, ROVERS, HOTSPURS, Etc. 
F. Bottomley, 48 Dol,nhillo Parle Road, London, !l.17. 

t;J.JI JJlY READER oblige with GEi,! 1663 please? Also he.vo you ,ucy
$.0.L' s for sale? Coverleee ones not objected to - C. L, LETTEY, 
27, HEATHER CLOSE, KIIIGSIOOD, BRIS'l'OL. 

THE "CRA?,lPION11 PASSES. The nchampion 11 was merged with "Tiger 11 on 
llarch 19th. Thus dies the last of the A.P. Boys• weeklies. It 
had " long run for it started January 28th, 1922 

* * * * * * * * * 
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LETTER BOX 
* * * r.* * 

Ill REPLY TO lWIY QUERIES 

March 15th, 1955 
Dear Herbert Lookenby, 

Thank ;you for your letter. Yes, "Tom Merry and Co,, 

Caravanne r s" ia a new book, fresh from the Mint. Figgins and Co. 

are rivals on the road, and Billy Bunter alao turns up for a f.,., 

ohapters . I t will be published soon by Spring Books Ltd,* who 

publish the Tom Merry boolcs now I though Mandeville• s 1\1'9 stil l 

doing the annuals . Whe ther half-a-crown or 3/6 ia not yet settled 

I hope the former, 
With kind regards, 

FRANK RICJWUlS 

*Note I The nddres s of Spring Books is Andrew Dakera Ltd,, Spring 

Bouse, Spring Place, London N.W.5, 
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WAll'l'ED, B.A. ' • 1920, 192 3 1 1924, 1925 , 1935. S. 0.L,' s 19, 257, 

259 , 261, 301, 304, 331, 334 , B.F.L. 3d LIB. 46, 67, 237 . Condi

ti on important. REV. A. G. POU!ID1 68 FI!f.!IAUORE ROAD, BIRJall <llWI 9 

AVAILABLE (CAS.H OR EXCHANGE), ~'fill!!§,~., POPULARS, 

SEXTON BLAKES, NELSON LEES, UNION JACKS,~.~' !.Qfil1! 
~' BUFFALO 21ILLS1 BULLSEYES, ~. BOYS' FRIElID LIBRARY, 

BOYS PRIEIID llmCLYS, BOYS REALIIS, BOYS CINli11AS, BOYS 114<1.A.ZIBES,

l>E'l'ECTIVE WEEKLYS, HOLIDAY ANNUALS, BOYS C1ffll Alll!UJ.LS (7f6d eaoh) 

CHAMPION IJINU..U.S (5/- eaohJ, llany ™ 1860-1900, S, A,E, pleaeo, 

S1i.TISFAGTION ASSURED, Offers of Books welcomed, 
T. LAlll!ERT, 347 <lERTRUDE ROAD, liORWICB, 

W.AJITED, Boye• Friends, Robin Hoods, Union Jaoke, ~· Robin 

ifciode7 F. llACHIN, 38 ST. TBOIIAS1S ROAD, PRESTON, LAJICASl!IRE. 

WAITED, llagnote and Populars . G. B. RANSOII, 207 BASIIIG8'l'OICE 

ROAD, READIJIC, BEJU(S. 

YOBIC OOPLICATIN<l SERVICES, 7 THE S!IAIIBLES, YORK, Tel , Ya!I: 5146 


